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us, for some reason or other, that we can't or sh ouldn' t, we
have an opportunity to correct our decision. And we also have
planning time, with Senator Don Pederson's amendment, to prepare
for it. I think it's an excellent proposal. I think it's one
that should have come from that area of government itself, in my
opinion, bu t it has n' t. And it 's been a long time when we
haven't had any sweeping suggestion to reduce costs in that
area. So I thi nk S enator Dwite Pedersen's idea merits our
consideration. And at this point, absent something else, I
b el i e v e I wi l l su p p o r t i t . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Bromo. The next speaker is
Senator Brashear, o n the Pede rson a m endment to the Pedersen
amendment.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . President, thank you. Memb ers o f the
body, I rise in support of the Senator Don Pederson amendment
which w o u l d de l ay t he dat e of i mp l em e n t a t i on becau s e I
generally...I don't know as a nybody always does everything
consis t e n t l y he r e , bu t I gener al l y al wa ys t r y t o suppor t
a mendments w h i ch wi l l make a bi l l bet t er . And bel i e v e me , a s
opposed t o O c t o be r o f 200 3 , t h e S e n a to r Do n Ped e r so n am endment
delay ing t h e i m p l ementa t i o n d a t e w o ul d make t h i s bi l l bet t er , i n
my judgment. We are rushing in, I respectfully suggest, without
h avin g t h ou g ht t h r ou g h s ome t h i n g s . I t i sn ' t t ha t we c an ' t
c lose f a c i l i t i e s . We ca n . I t i sn ' t t hat we can ' t i nt r odu c e
bills to close facilities. We can. Senator Pedersen had a bill
in the Jud iciary Comnittee, of which he's the Vice Chair, this
y ear on...in terms of closing the youth d e tention f acility i n
Omaha, a n d t h a t b i l l d i d n ' t c ome o ut o f co m m it t e e . Bu t we d i d
not have a bill to close the Lincoln Corrections system and
there has been no hearing, and there has been no planning. And
I agree with many of the comments that have been made by people
on the floor. I'm not opposed to considering this, but I would
u rge that, for instance, we don't lock o nto the exh ibit th a t
Senato r Ped e r s e n p r ov i d e d , 'Parole Eligibility Surrmary, May 13,
2003.' I'm sure that that is absolutely correct as it sits, but
i t . . . t h o s e nu m b er s a r e n o t st a t i c . Th e y ch an g e e v e r y d a y . Ne w
people are sentenced, new sentences begin being served. So it
i sn ' t j u s t a ma t t e r o f d e a l i ng wi t h t he 4 8 5 p e op l e m a tc h i n g t h a t
capacity to the Lincoln Correctional Center and saying once
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