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q uest i o n ?

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Ye s , Se na t o r .

SPEAKER BROMM : Senat or Pedersen, changing this to the second
y ear o f t he b i e n n i um, i s t hat ag r e e a b l e w i t h yo u ?

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: I believe that would help the d epartment
and I would agree to that, yes.

SPEAKER BROMM: And y o u r b e s t j u dgm en t o f wh a t t h e f i na n c i a l
impl i c a t i o n i s , i s wha t ? Cou l d y o u re p e a t th a t fo r m e , pl eas e ?

SENATOR Dw . P E DERSEN: Well, for a year's time , it' s
$10,119,269, and tha t's af ter tak ing t he $1 m i llion out to
enhance the parole administration so we have more parole
of f i ce r s t o t a k e ca r e o f t h em pe o p l e .

SPEAKER BROMM : So that would be the impact in the second year
o f t h e b i e n n i um, p o s s i b l y ?

S ENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: It shou. 9 be, yes, if I unde rstand t h e
numbers r i g h t .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Pedersen. At this point, I'm
going to support Don Pederson's amendment and probably the Dwite
Pedersen pr op o s a l . I t hi nk t hese t i me s c a l l f or s i gni f i cant
measures that we would not otherwise do. A nd I have b een, I
guess, searching and hoping for some significant way that we
could reduce some of the impact of the increasing costs in our
correctional a .ea. It seems like there has been no way for us
t o have much of an impact. The medical costs are out o f
control. We hav e no w ay to put a damper on that, and we' re
looking at terrific increases in that area. Of course, we h ave
opened the new prison which we voted in. I think some of us had
misgivings about it at the time but it is the law and we have
it. And we need the space. But it seems to me that if we h ave
these numbers of people who are within the...coming up upon
t hei r p a r o l e d a t e , t ha t w e c o u l d a c c ommodate c l o s i n g a f ac i l i t y
l i k e t h i s , t h a t we ou g ht t o p r op o s e t o do i t . Now we wi l l h av e
next session. If we find through information that's provided to

6604


