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to thank Senator Pedersen for bringing this forward. First of
all, let me s tate I do support his amendment. I think it's a
very bo l d move . I t h i nk i t ' s t h i nk i n g o u t s i d e t h e b o x I t h i nk
i t ' s a de f i n i t e l ong - t e r m s o l u t i o n , n o t j us t a qu i ck f l a x bu t a
long-term solution to one of our problems, our main problem, of
course, being the expenses, expenditures. Corrections is in the
t op three of the money that we spend in this state, so what n o t
a p e r f e c t wa y t o d o t h i s ? And I a l s o wa n t t o t h a n k Sen a t o r
Pedersen for coming up w ith an a mendment where I g e t an
opportunity t o ag ree with Senator Bourne. T h at's a first this
year . (Lau g h t e r) I do t ot a l l y sup p or t t ha t . And I ag r ee wi t h
t he c on c e p t t ha t . . .a n d t he i de a s t h a t Se n a t o r W e h r b e in b r ou g h t ,
that there are some unanswered questions. But I think this is a
perfect opportunity for us to get those questions answered and
move forward, strike while the iron is hot, if you will, and get
something accomplished instead of just giving this lip service.
I think this is a perfect opportunity to move forward with this.
And t h a n k y o u ag a i n , Sen a t o r Pe d e r s e n .

SENATOR CUDABACK:. Thank you, Senator Aguilar. Mr . Clerk, item
o n th e d e s k .

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Don Pederson would move to a m e nd
Senator Dwi t e Ped ersen's amendment. (FA 1357, Le g islative
Journal p ag e 1 7 62 . )

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Pederson, to open on y ou r amendment
to the amendment.

SENATOR D . PEDERSON: Mr . President, members of the Legislature
that aren't eating, I wou l d ha v e con cern, a s I expre ssed
i n i t i a l l y , ab o u t t h e op e r a t i v e d a t e . An d t he op e r a t i v e d a t e
that Senator Dwite Pedersen has in his pro posal is O ctober 1,
2003. A nd qu ite can didly, I think that's pretty early to be
going through such a process as this. And my amendment simply
changes the date to October 1, 2004. I think we will still have
b enef i t s f r om o ur f i s c a l s t a n dp o i n t , b u t o n t h e o t he r h an d , t h i s
is a tra nsitional t hing tha t w il l ha ve to hav e a lot of
a djustments, and I thin k th at to clos e the fac ility th is
quic k l y , a s p r o p o s e d i n i t i a l l y b y Se na t o r Dwi t e Ped e r s e n , wo u l d
make i t v e r y d i f f i cu l t f o r t h i s t o b e a s op e r a t i v e a n d a s
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