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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 40 7M ay 13 , 2 0 0 3

CLERK: Mr. President, I'm sorry.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: I ' m s or r y , go a he a d .

CLERK: We l l , Se na t or Dwi t e Pe de r s en wou l d o f f e r AM17 7 8 .
(Legislative Journal pages 1761-1762.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Sena tor Pedersen, to
open on AM1778 .

SENATOR Dw . PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature . Fr o m t h e v er y s t a r t I wa n t y o u t o k no w t h a t t h i s
would be a v e r y b o l d move on the p ar t o f t he L e g i s l a t u re . But I
b el i ev e t ha t t he c onst i t ue n c y w e h a v e i n t he s t a t e o f Ne br a s k a
is asking us to make bold moves. There is two handouts I gave
to y o u. The bi l l i t se l f i s on y o u r l a p t o ps . I t el l you w hat
this bill does. It closes a prison. It doe s not clos e the
juveni l e f a c i l i t y i n Om ah a a n d i t doe s n o t cl o s e th e Wo r k Et h i c
Camp. Them are to be talked about p robably l a ter . Somebo dy
e lse i s b r i ng i ng t h e m up . I do ha ve a n a m e ndment f o r t ha t , but
t hat i s s om e t h i n g t h at I wa nt t o t a l k abou t . Thi s one I t a k e
very seriously. I spen t a lot of time on it and I especially
thank my of f i c e s t a f f f or a l l t he t i m e t h e y h ave pu t i n on i t
a nd a l l o f t he i nf o rma t i on t ha t ha s be e n g i v e n t o m e b y t he
D epartment of Corrections, which has b een ve r y sup portive i n
information. They are not aware of what the amendment does.
That was done purposely, must be h onest about that. This
amendment would close the Lincoln Correctional Center, which is
a facility that is west of town here in Lincoln. It has in i t
468 prisoners. If you look at the long form, these forms are
put out by the Department of Corrections. It's their Nebraska
D epartment of Correctional Services monthly data sheet. T h e
la.st one we have is April 14. At that time, if you look at
inmate population, LCC had 468 actual inmates. Now the boldness
of t hi s b i l l wou l d be i f we c l ose t ha t f a c i l i t y we w o u l d b e
asking the Parole Board to parole that many people because there
is no other beds for these people to go into. But if you would
look at the othe r fo r m I ha nded out, we can talk about some
other numbers. The total parole eligibility people, the p eople
t hat ar e e l i g i b l e f or par ol e t od ay i n t he Depa r t ment of
Corrections is 1,539. Now we can't parole all them p eople
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