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b l i n d , we ' r e cu t t i n g p r og r am s f o r t h e d i sa b l e d , we ' r e cu t t i ng
a l l k i n d s o f p r og r am s. T he r e i s r e a l l y no t h i ng i n my mi n d t h a t
suggests that this has any more merit than a la r g e num ber of
p rograms t h a t we a r e a c t u a l l y cu t t i ng , a n d t ha t ' s why t he
Approp r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t e e de a l t wi t h i t i n t h e way t ha t i t d i d .
It didn't d eal with it particularly onerously. It treated it
like a large number of other programs that are fo r low inc ome
and people who need help. And it would be good if we could do
e very t h i n g , bu t I t h i n k y ou sh o u l d u nd e r s t a n d t h a t t h i s i s , i n
my op in ion at least , no t cat egorically or in any w ay
p ar t i cu l a r l y d i f f e r en t f r om a b u n c h o f o t he r t h i n g s t ha t we ' ve
had to hurt to some extent. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDA BACK : Thank you , Sen ator Be u tler.
Thompson, on the Brashear amendment.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you, Mr. President. Memb ers of the
body, Senator W e hrbein isn't on the floor and so that's one of
the reasons I put my light on, ju s t to exp l ain to you the
process of the Appropriations Committee on all the aid programs.
All the a id p ro grams are cut 10 percent, unless the Governor
recommended more than 10 percent. We probably took that. Bu t
we did a 10 percent for all of them. C learly, if I were voting,
I'd want to put this money ba ck in, but as a member of the
Appropriations Committee we had to draw the line and that's the
methodology t hat we used f o r t h i s and a l ot o f ot her pr og r a ms
t hat absolutely break my heart. But these are aid programs a n d
they were all tre ated si milarly. And the re's nothing that
I . . .wel l , t he r e a r e a l o t o f t h i ng s t h a t I t h i n k t h a t we r e o n
that list, this is certainly one of them, that just make me sick
t hat w e d i d ma k e t he cu t , b u t I j u s t wa n t t o mak e t h e b o d y a w a r e
of the methodology used by the Appropriations Committee. Wasn' t
trying to single out early childhood education. There's a long
l i s t o f a i d p r og r a m s a n d t h o se . . . a lot of those programs ar e
very meritorious, as Senator Beutler said. But since. . .oh, he ' s
back. Sena tor Wehrbein, do you want...I'm just explaining the
methodology we used on cutting the aid programs. You were off
the floor when this amendment came up and I didn't know if you
wanted . I di dn ' t want t o spe a k f o r y ou , but I f e l t t ha t we
needed t o ex p l a i n w h a t w e di d . And I ' d y i e l d a ny t i me t ha t y ou
would . . .
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