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t he sa l a r y i n c r e a se s t h a t we r e n e g o t i a t e d , a n d t he o t h e r
i nc ident a l s i n t ha t o f f i ce , we have not r ea l l y added a n y
a ddi t i o na l f un d i n g . Thi s par t i cu l ar . . .p l u s w e t o o k a 1 0 p e r c e n t
cut. And this is a transfer of funds or a reallocation of funds
t hat i s co m i ng , a s S e na to r C hambers ex p l a i n ed . I can ' t r ea l l y
add a lot to wha t Senator Chambers said, except that it does
provide a tremendous help for counties across the state.
There's some ca ses be ing ap pealed, one in my local area now,
having t o be a n e w t r i a l . An d so i t . . . I t h i n k i t s e r v e s a v e r y
v alua b l e f u n c t i o n f o r o u r co u n t i e s t o g e t mo r e p r o f e ss i o n a l , i f
y ou w i l l , i f t ha t ' s t h e r i g h t t e r m, c o un s e l a n d so f o r t h . And
so we' ve actually c overed both sides of this for the advocacy
and the prosecution side. As you' ve probably said many times
l i k e I ' v e s a i d , me t ham p h e t a m in e i s o n e o f t h e mo r e se r i o u s
issues I think Nebraska faces and there is no immediate solution
i n s i g h t . Pr o se cu t i o n , i n t h a t ca s e , I t h i nk i s h op e f u l l y o n e
way t h a t wi l l d e t e r t h a t u se , a n d t h i s p r ov i d e s t ha t me t h o d t o
d o i t a nd t h e f u n d s t o d o i t . So I e n co u r a g e y ou t o v ot e f o r
this It ' s part of an issue that was raised through raising the
court case fees, as Senator Chambers indicated, but I think it' s
an area tha t we need to do additional areas in the Attorney
General's Office. And as I said this morning, it's one o f the
lowest funded a g encies i n the United States, and it has been
v ery f r u g a l l y r u n . Th i s wi l l p r o v i de s om e o f t h a t he l p b e c au s e
we, in the committee, did not fund that with General Funds after
these Byrne funds ran out. And so this is a way to do that, and
I think it's important to do. Thank you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: T hank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Bourne,
you' re t h e n e x t sp e ak e r .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Madam President, members. I will be
very brief. I sup port the a mendment. A s Senato r Weh rbein
i nd i c a t e d , t h i s i s no t n ew mo n e y . I t ' s j u s t mon e y t h a t wa s
there that is. ..it was going for some things under the court, as
I understand it, that are now paid for by fees. And as many o f
you know, I d id introduce a bill that would, for the Attorney
General's Office, that would have a llowed some m oney on car
titles that wo uld hav e go n e to a id coun ties . A nd th is
prosecut i o n u n de r t h i s i s a mu c h b et t e r w a y o f do i ng i t , a nd I
appreciate Senator C hambers an d Sen ator Brashear and Senator
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