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because o f di sagr e ements wi t h t he of f i ceho l d e r . Nobody,
including the judiciary, has been more aggressive in bringing to
justice, if you want to call it that, misbehaving judges, but I
wil l n e v e r k n o w i ng l y a n d i nt e n t i o n a l l y do any t h i ng t hat wou l d
harm the judiciary as an institution. So even while being on
t he t r a i l r i ght no w o f at l eas t o n e r o g u e j u d ge , I am s u p po r t i ve
o f add i t i o n a l m oney g o i n g t o s t r en g t he n t he j udi c i ar y . Some
fees are going to be increased, filing fees. That bill has been
advanced t o Genera l F i l e . One o f t he f ee i nc r e a ses w i l l f u nd a n
advocacy agency that assists rural counties in handling defense
work. That money is, in a sense, an appropriation to the rural
community. Mon ey going to that advocacy agency from the state
d imin i shes t h e a mount t h a t t he co u n t i e s w o u l d h av e t o come up
with. The Appropriations Ccemittee had laid some money aside
for that advocacy commission. W ith the fee increases that I
f ee l ce r t a i n wi l l be en a c t e d i n t o l a w , t h e mo n e y t h a t t h e
A ppropr i a t i o n s Cceanit tee wa s goi ng t o g i ve t o t he adv oca c y
commission is available for the purposes that I am seeking to
achieve by this amendment. Right now, there are four lawyers in
the Attorney General's Office which helps rural prosecutors when
t hey have very difficult cases and need som ebody with
experience, knowledge, and competency in the l aw . Bein g
complete l y f r an k , I hav e t o t el l you t hat t he re a re peop l e who
become county attorneys because they can't get any other work.
Some of t h em a r e p a r t - t i me . Ma ny o f t he m h av e n o ex p e r i e n ce
whatsoever. If I wer e of a mind to see people cut loose who
have done wrongfu l t hi ng s , I cer t ai n l y wou l d not be o f f er i ng
t hi s am e ndment . I t wou l d b e t o m y a d v a n t age , i f I t r ul y am o n e
of t h ose who suppor t s l a w v i ol at or s , i t wou l d b e t o m y a d v an t age
and the law violators not to have those experienced la. ers in
the Attorney General's Office handling some of these cases that
are beyond the ken of rural prosecutors. I'm not saying every
r ura l p r ose c u t o r i s not com pete nt , b u t I ' m be i n g f r an k . Ther e
is a need there. Were there not such a need, those four lawyers
i n th e A t t o r n e y Genera l ' s O f f i ce w o u l d n ' t be de d i c a t e d t o t hat
purpose . I n addi t i on , t her e w o u l d b e t h e e mp l oyment o f t h r ee
addi t i o na l l awye r s t o hand l e bur geon i n g me t ha mphetamine
prosecutions. I t is expected that some federal money currently
going t o t he A t t or n e y Genera l ' s O f f i ce w i l l not be t her e . Thi s
Legislature agreed to send $300,000 to Omaha for lead abatement
t o ca r r y i t ove r a ga p . The sa me t h i n g i s goi n g t o be d o n e w i t h
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