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y ou are r e c ogn i zed t o s p e a k .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor Schimek, members of the Legislature,
t hi s i s n ot a hu g e i t em so , y o u k n ow, o b v i o u s l y i t ' s not go i ng
t o ch a ng e t he wor l d i f we go o n e wa y o r t he ot he r . Bu t i t ' s
j us t k i n d o f i n t e r e s t i ng t o me t h a t i n t he p r e v i o u s Er d ma n
amendment you had the suggestion before you to cut one point
something m i l l i on do l l a r s f r om t h e l eg i s l at i ve sa l a r y budge t ,
basically, and ju s t in this one area in the Fiscal Office this
i s t h e p o s i t i o n t h a t wa s d e t e r m i n e d t o b e mo s t ex p en d a b l e a n d ,
yet, we can 't even cut back one person in this particular area
of the legislative budget. I'm just trying to illustrate how
far apart we seem to be or how unrealistic we seem to be in some
o f t h e p r o po sa l s t h a t ha v e b e e n su b m it t e d . I me an , wh a t i s t he
r eal s i t u a t i o n? I s t he r eal s i t uat i on w e can af f o r d t o cut
$1.2 million from t he legislative b udget? O r is the real
s i tua t i o n w e c a n ' t af f or d t o cu t any t h i n g a n d we need t o add
$145,000, whatever it is , back? So these kin ds of
d eter m i n a t i on s , I t h i n k i t sh o u l d b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o y o u a s we
t ake t hem one b y o n e. And I ' m t r y i ng t o f i gu r e o u t w h y i t i s
that this body seems to think we need to reach a certain number,
I don't know if it's $280 million or $300 million, as opposed to
l ooking a t t h i n g s i ndi v i d u a l l y , o n e b y one , and f i gur i ng out
where you are. Be cause as we look at these things one by one,
t h i ng s o n b a l a n c e r e a l l y d o n ' t co m e o ut mu c h d i f f e r en t t ha n wh a t
t he Appropr i a t i o n s Comni t t e e ha s r e c ommended to y o u , a t l ea s t so
far. So why is it that a process that brings you on y our
c loses t e x ami n a t i o n s t o t he s am e po i n t t h a t t h e App r o p r i a t i o n s
C ommit te e c o me s t o , wh y i s i t t h a t y o u wa n t t o b e s ome wh e r e
different from there if you look at the big picture and it's a
$355 million gap and you don't want a $355 million gap? That
t e l l s m e t h a t y ou d o n ' t wa n t t o ma k e t h e cu t s a n d y ou t h i n k i t ' s
wrong t o m a k e t h e c u t s a n d b a d p o l i c y , y et s t i l l som e how you ' re
struggling to be at some lower figure and still be able to t e ll
y ours e l f i t ' s g o o d p o l i c y t o g e t t o t h a t l o we r f i g u r e . Bu t I
don' t t hi n k y o u c a n h av e i t bot h w a y s. I t h i nk t he onl y f ai r
w ay t o do i t i s t o l ook at t h i ng s o n e b y o n e , i f t hat ' s w h a t w e
n eed t o d o , i f y ou ' r e st i l l o f t h e op i n i o n t h a t o ve r a l l t h e
Approp r i a t i on s C o mmi t t e e h as n ot d o ne a g o o d j o b . Bu t I su gg e s t
t o y o u t h a t t hat i ndi v i d u a l e x a mina t i o n o f i t em s w i l l r esu l t i n
a bout t he s a m e r e su l t t ha t t h e Ap p r op r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee ca m e t o ,
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