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thing. In ou r office, we' re down one person and plan to stay
t ha t way . I ' m n o t su gg e s t i n g t h a t a ny o n e e l s e do t h a t . I t ma y
or may not work in other situations. What I am te lli ng you ,
t ha t i n my ca s e , i f i t me a n t t h a t we co u l d n o t g o b ac k t o a f u l l
complement , i f y o u wi l l , i n ou r o f f i c e i f we k ep t t h i s p o s i t i o n
i n t h e Fi sc a l Of f i c e , I wou l d i n a h e a r t b e at o p t f o r k e ep i ng t he
position in the Fiscal Office. This is critically important to
t he d e c i s i on s y o u h a ve t o ma k e . Th e o t h e r t h i ng I wo u l d p o i n t
out, a lot o f you are inte rested i n con t racts, th e sta te
e nte r i n g i n t o c on t r a c t s a n d h i r i n g se r v i c e s p e r f o r m e d b y o u t s i d e
contractors rather t han emp loying p e ople and so on. I think
t h i s i s an ex t r em e e x a mpl e o f t h a t . I f y ou h i r e d a c on s u l t i n g
f i r m t o p r ov i d e t h e i n f o r ma t i o n t ha t i s p r ov i d e d b y t h i s p r so n
in the Fiscal Office, I think that. . . I ob v i ou s l y h a ve n ot g ot t e n
a bid because I haven't needed to, but it would b e man y , man y
t imes t he c o s t , an d y o u wo u l d , o f c ou r se , h a v e t o d o i t ev e r y
t ime yo u w a n t e d t o ev a l u a t e a p r o g r a m. Th e wa y t h i s i s o r wi t h
t he s e t u p w e h a v e n o w , t h e s e f o l k s n o t on l y a n a l y ze e x i s t i ng t a x
incentive programs, bu t any new one that comes along they' re
capable of analyzing. And their analyses h ave be e n com plete.
They' ve obviously gone on a learning curve so that they have
f igured out better and better ways t o make the results more
u sefu l t o t h e L e g i s l a t u r e a n d m o r e r e a l i s t i c . I wi l l t e l l yo u
that, for example, the last time...or one of the last times, not
t he l as t t i m e s , t h e y d i d t hi s sor t o f wor k , t hey di d t he . . . an
analysi s of t he UP pr oj e c t i n O maha, an d I ' v e f o r g o t t e n , m aybe
LB 620 was the number of that b i ll, but the po i n t is thei r
analy s i s wa s a l mo s t i d e n t i c a l , t ha t ' s ma y b e a l i t t l e b i t o f a n
overstatement, to work done by an outside consulting firm and
also by U n i o n P a c i f i c i n t e rm s o f t he i m p ac t o f t hat par t i cu l a r
project on the state. This is a capable group. These folks are
very capable. They are experienced. T hey are a cquainted so
that they know our process. Again, I can't emphasize to you as
much as I ' d l i k e , ob v i ou s l y , a s t o h o w i mp o r t a nt I t h i n k t h i s
i s , a n d f o r t h i s amo u n t o f mo n e y I t h i n k i t ' s r ea l l y o bv i ou s
that the choice should be to do this. So ag a in, I urge you r
support of this amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR SCHINEK PRESIDING

SENATOR SCHINEK: Tha nk you, Senator Raikes. Senator Beutler,
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