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Senator Raikes, you' re recognized to close.

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Mr. President, members. This is a
new funding stream for a revised program. I wil l a gree with
opponents of this amendment that the program is a good program.
It certainly has merit. I would suggest to you that the success
claim for the program is probably somewhat clouded. Because at
the same time you' ve had this program, you' ve had tax increases
for tobacco, which I think were passed on the g r ounds t ha t it
would reduce smoking. You' ve had the Teen Tobacco Program, and
several people commented about that program, the advertisements
and so on, and I would remind you that's not the program we' re
talking about. That program has been discontinued. The o ther
t h in g i s , I ' m t o l d t h a t t he d o wn wa r d t r en d i n t ob a c co u s e
s ta r t e d i n ab o ut 19 9 7, wh i c h i s ce r t a i n l y a g o o d t h i n g , b u t
actually these programs didn't begin until a couple of years
later. So it may be that there was some down trend already in
p lace. Bu t nonetheless, I 'm not arg u ing th i s is no t a
meri t o r i o u s p r og r a m . An d i n f ac t , I wo u l d n o t a r g u e t h a t a n
alternative fund ing so urce sh ould or coul dn't be . ..should
or...should be con sidered. I think that 's ve r y mu ch a
possibility. It 's bee n discussed that the tobacco settlement
f unds w e r e n ' t u se d , a n d I t h i n k , i f I h e a r d i t co r r e c t l y ,
because this is not a high enough priority. We ll, I think if
this is that important a p rogram, t hen p ro bably the tob acco
settlement fund should be used. I would certainly argue that
t he LB 692 t r u s t f u n d s h o u l d n o t b e v i ol a t e d , t hat t hi s shoul d
n ot co m e o f f t he t op , as i t di d or i g i nal l y , but sho u l d b e
u sed. . . p a i d f o r o ut o f t he ear n i n g s . But t hat woul d cer t a i nl y
be a possibility. Thi s, however, is in effect using General
Fund money for t his purpose. A nd at this time, that, in my
opinion , i s no t t he app r o p r i a t e t hi n g t o do . Fi na l l y , I woul d
mention to you the importance of this. It's $6 million. It, in
my opinion, gets us started in the direction that we need to go
i n t e r ms o f t h e s p en d i n g t o t a l f o r t h i s b u dg et b i e nn i u m t h a t
w e' re work in g o n . So I think this is critically impo tant. I
u rge your s u ppo r t . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Y ou' ve heard the
c los i n g o n A M 1 8 02 , o f f er e d t o L B 4 07 . Th e q u e s t i o n i s whe t h e r
that mo t i on shou l d b e a d o p t ed . A l l i n f avor vo t e ay e , o p p o sed
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