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a lways t w e n t y - t w e n t y . I t h i n k we n ee d t o k e ep t h i s mo n ey i n
place. It ' s the essential purpose. It's a way to get us, of
tobacco tax and tobacco settlement money, it's a way to get us
t hroug h t h i s s i t u a t i o n , an d no t t a k e aw a y f r o m t h a t i mp o r t a n t
purpose . I don ' t cons i d e r i t a new p r o g r am . I cons i d e r i t an
ongoing program. It's not something that we' re looking for new
mone for. The Governor could have funded this program out of
t he sb a c c o se t t l em e n t m o n ey , b ut h i s p r op o s a l w as t o d i v e r t t he
mone i for the grant program out of the tobacco settlement money,
t o pay f o r K i d s C o nnec t i o n .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: So , Senator Brashear, there were other ways
to do it. Senator...the Governor chose to take money from the
t obacco set t l e m ent a n d d i v e r t i t t o pay f o r t he Ki ds C o nnec t i o n
program. It could have been done the same way You could have
used t h at sam e mo ne y t o pay ou t of Gen e r a l F u nd . I t j us t
happened to be the way he proposed, this from the General Fund,
and t h e o t h e r f r om . . . b e cause t h e mon ies matched up a l i t t l e b i t
b etter . I . . . you c a n c u t t hi s , s l i ce t hi s , any w a y y o u wa nt , b u t
we have to continue to fund the program. I opp ose t he Ra i kes
amendment .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Thompson. Senator Bourne,
followed by Senator Aguilar and others. Senator Bourne.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Mr. President, members. I rise in
support of Senator Raikes' amendment. I. ..matter of fact, I
drafted up this very amendment myself. And Senator Raikes,
being a l i t t l e m o r e s p r y t h a n I a m , i nt r od u ced i t f i r st . And
had he no t, I w ou ld have . We ' ve hav e a li ttle bit of a
discussion on whether or not this is an old or a new p rogram.
And q u i t e hone s t l y , what does t hat m a t te r ? The f ac t o f t he
matter is, is we' re sitting on a budget deficit in excess of
$700 million. We can 't support everything. Let me tell you a
little bit about what this does. And I 'm a refo rmed sm oker.
A nd I qu i t c o l d t u r k ey . I d i dn ' t ne e d a n y c e s sa t i on p r o g r a m ,
a l t h o ug h s o me d o . Bu t o ne o f t he l a d i e s t h a t wo r k s wi t h me
decided she wan ted t o stop smoking. And given that she works
here in the Legislature, she was fam iliar w ith the smoking
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