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debates on t h i s f l oor ov e r whe t he r t o go t o t he pr i nc i pa l ,
whether not to go to the principal. We have c hosen not to. A n d
I can remember Senator Beutler getting whipped on...well, he
might not h ave seen i t t h a t w a y .. . bu t g e t t i n g d e f e a ted on t hat
idea a couple years ago. So we do have to make a policy change.
But I ' m g o i n g t o a r g u e t h at t he m a in r e a s o n t h e s t a t e s f ou g h t t o
get the cigarette tax money was to take care of the costs and
put prevent ion i n p l a c e s o t h a t t h e t a x payers don' t h ave t o pay
so m uch fo r smok i ng r e l a t e d d i s ea s e s . And one of t he f i r s t
t hings we s h o ul d h a v e d o ne , a n d i t wa s t he f i r s t t h i ng we d i d ,
was fund these kinds of programs. Tha t's what the money was
for. But once the money got here, then we had a lot of ot her
interests come in. And we brokered a deal. And we didn't have
quite enough money to make everybody happy. And we didn't set
aside a way to continue to fund these programs, which should be
our number one, f i r st pr i or i t y . Whe n we d i s c ussed th is i n t he
Appropriat i ons Conmnittee, t he way w e c a me to i t , t he Go vernor
proposed the General Fund money. We ins tead, as a comm i ttee,
said, we' ve got m oney from the ciga r ette tax that 's been
dedicated to the Cash Reserve; let's use t hat money for this
purpose, and get u s t hrough, and hope that the investments
improve so we can f und t h i s pr ogr a m o u t of t he t obacc o
sett l e ment mon e y e v e n t u a l l y . And t ha t ' s t he comp romise t ha t we
worked ou t i n c o mmi t t e e a nd t ha t we suppor t e d i n c omm i t t e e .
That's w h y i t l ook s l i ke a G e nera l F und, and i s i nd i r e c t l y , i f
you take th e money fr o m the Cash Reserve, i t ' s a f und th at ' s
b eing used that was . . .did c ome fr o m t ob a c co r e v e n ue t o f und t h i s
program. We are at a point now where we' re going to argue about
how do w e c o n t i nue t o f u n d t he pr o gram. I hop e t h e t hi n g t h a t
we do is to continue to fund the program. This should be the
number one priority of the money from the tobacco settlement.
It needs to be there. And just ."ecause a lot of i n terest c ame
in and a lot of work was done and we all had to.. . there w er e t w o
c onInit t e e s , and I don ' t t hi nk . . .Se n a t o r Ra i k e s a nd Se n a t o r
Brashear weren't on either of the committees, bu t it was the
App~ p r i a t i o ns Con ani t t e e and t he Hea l t h a nd Hum a n S e r v i ce s
Committee . Whe n w e t r i ed t o ge t t ha t de a l put t oge t he r wi t h
everyone who wan t e d s ome of t he t oba c c o se t t l eme nt i nt e r e s t
income, t h e w a y we wo r k ed i t ou t wa s t o cont i nue . . . t h i s ha d
already had funding, and we put the new deal together, and we
didn't end up with enough money to continue it on. H indsight is
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