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debates on this floor over whether to go to the principal,
whether not to go to the principal. We have chosen not to. And
I can remember Senator Beutler getting whipped on...well, he
might not have seen it that way...but getting defeated on that
idea a couple years ago. So we do have to make a policy change.
But I'm going to argue that the main reason the states fought to
get the cigarette tax money was to take care of the costs and
put prevention in place so that the taxpayers don't have to pay

so much for smoking related diseases. And one of the first
things we should have done, and it was the first thing we did,
was fund these kinds of programs. That's what the money was

for. But once the money got here, then we had a 1lot of other
interests come in. And we brokered a deal. And we didn't have
quite enough money to make everybody happy. And we didn't set
aside a way to continue to fund these programs, which should be
our number one, first priority. Wwhen we discussed this in the
Appropriations Committee, the way we came to it, the Governor
proposed the General Fund money. We instead, as a committee,
said, we've got money from the cigarette tax that's been
dedicated to the Cash Reserve; let's use that money for this
purpose, and get us through, and hope that the investments
improve 80 we can fund this program out of the tobacco
settlement money eventually. And that's the compromise that we
worked out in committee and that we supported in committee.
That's why it looks like a General Fund, and is indirectly, if
you take the money from the Cash Reserve, it's a fund that's
being used that was...did come from tobacco revenue to fund this
program. We are at a point now where we're going to argue about
how do we continue to fund the program. I hope the thing that
we do is to continue to fund the program. This should be the
number one priority of the money from the tobacco settlement.
It needs to be there. And just recause a lot of interest came
in and a lot of work was done and we all had to...there were two
committees, and I don't think...Senator Raikes and Senator
Brashear weren't on either of the committees, but it was the
App-opriations Committee and the Health and Human Services
Committee. When we tried to get that deal put together with
everyone who wanted some of the tobacco settlement interest
income, the way we worked it out was to continue...this had
already had funding, and we put the new deal together, and we
didn't end up with enough money to continue it on. Hindsight is
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