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up speed on where we' re at. The program has been in existence
f or t h r e e y e a r s . We d o h a v e empi r i c a l ev i d e nce a t t hi s po i nt o f
the effect that the program is having. And as the figures are
being given to me from the Tobacco Free Nebraska, there's been
an 18 percent reduction in kids beginning to use tobacco
products . I n add i t i on t o t h i s , t her e ' s been an l l per cent
reduction in the use of tobacco products by adults. This is
significant. Is it going to amount to the e ntire 800-plus
million dollars that are spent in healthcare costs and lost
p roduc t i v i t y i n t h e s t a t e e v e r y y e a r ? No . Bu t ev e r y k i d t h a t
we can get to not start using tobacco products, and every person
t ha t we ca n g e t t o s t o p u s i n g t o b a c co p r o du c t s i s go i n g t o
i mprov e t h e b o t t om l i n e i n t h e a mou n t t h a t we s pe n d o n
healthcare in th i s state. I th ink one thing that's important
a lso , t h a t a s we t a l k h e r e a b ou t t h e su pp o r t o f o u r
c onst i t u e n c y , I t h i n k p o l l i ng ha s s h o w n v e r y , v e r y c l e a r l y t ha t
the citizens of the state of Nebraska, and the numbers that I' ve
been given show t hat 91 percent of Neb raska vo ters su pport
Tobacco Free Nebraska prevention programs. That is very, very
significant. And as we make the public policy decision, I think
we need t o b e d e f i n i t el y m in d f u l o f t hat s i t uat i on . I f you
a ren ' t comf o r t ab l e wi t h t he amo u n t o f mon ey t ha t t h e
Appropriations Comnittee has set aside, taking the dollars out
of t oba c c o g ener a te d f u nd s i n t o t he C ash Reserve , w h i c h I t hi nk
is significant, we aren't taking away from any tax g enerated
dol l a r s , b u t i f y ou a r e n ' t c omf o r t ab l e wi t h t h a t , I d o
t hink . . . a n d I see t h a t he h a s h i s l i ght on ; I ' m an x i o u s t o hear
from Senator B r omn, b e cause I think he has another idea that
might have some merit also. But I wou ld d efinitely stand
opposed to the Raikes amendment, and I would ask that you do so
also .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Sen a t o r By a r s . Se n a t o r Br a sh e a r .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . Pr esident, thank you. M embe rs o f the
body, I cont i n u e t o r i se i n sup p or t o f t he R a ik e s amendment . I
hear many good arguments why we ought to continue t>'~ program
t ha t h a s b ee n i n ex i s t e n ce f o r t h r e e y e a r s . An u I t h i n k we
should continue it too. But I think we ought to e x ercise s ome
discipline about it. Isn 't this classic government? We start
the pr o g r a m , go o d pr og r am , gr e a t o b j e ct i v e . We s t a r t i t t h r e e
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