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companies. And out of that, Nebraska's share was $1,165,000,000
over 25 years, if p resent consumption continued at that time.
And, no, we will never g et the $1,165,000,000, but we' ll get a
figure fairly close to that, I th ink, before...in the next
25 years. And it goes beyond that, even. And if we are to take
t hose dollars, and those dollars...part of th e set tlement w a s
that those dollars were to be used for smoking cessation, were
to be used for treatment, and other ite ms. Nebraska cho s e,
t hrough th e p a s sage o f L B 6 92 , t o t ake a l l o f t ho se d ol l a r s , put
t hem i n a t r u st f und ; ye s , t ake t he p r i nc i p a l t hat co mes i n
every ye a r , t a ke t h e i n v e st me n t o f t h e i n t e r e st , an d a d d t o
that, and so that Nebraska could then take $50 million a year
and fund healthcare into the next century. And we' ve done that,
and I'm very proud of that. And matter of fact, Nebraska has
been h e ld hi gh i o r doi ng w h a t t h e y d i d . Som e s t a t e s , b y t he
way, have already expended their tobacco settlement, not only
for this year, but in the next 25 years. It's gone, never to be
seen again. We h aven't done that. O urs is there. But also
what we did through the passage of LB 1436, we took a carve out
of $7 million a year f or three years, $21 million. When we
received the check from the tobacco settlement agreement, we
immediately transferred some of that to the Nebraska Prevention
and Control Program. And it was set up and patterned after the
C DC's best practices. And part of that was for smoking
cessation; some was for counteradvertising, to counter the
advertising of the tobacco companies, which, by the way, spend
$21 mi l l i o n a ye a r a d v e r ti s i n g t he i r p r od u c t , a n d y e t we spend
very l i t t l e i n coun t e r a dve r t i s i n g t ha t . Bu t t he ads t h a t yo u ' ve
seen on television countering that are from this program, and
t hey' ve been e f f e c t i v e , a n d t he y ' ve b een e f f e c t i v e enou g h that
we have seen a reduction in teenage smoking, that we have seen
people who have smoked for years finally give it up. And, yes,
as Senator Wehrbein says, how do we make that up? We make that
up in l e s s Med i c a i d p a yments l a t e r o n . And so i t has been a
good program, an d it has work ed. And w h en Senator Bohlke
brought f o r t h L B 1 4 36 and my amendment t o t hat of $7 mi l l i on
a year to s tart a smoking program, that is where this program
did g o t h r o u g h . I wa nt t o me n t i o n a l so t h a t i n t h e f i r s t yea r ' s
program, before we got up and running, the Governor tapped some
of those funds, about half of that $7 million for that year,
to...as he tapped many other funds, to help with our budget
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