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t h in k w e n e e d t o t h an k t he App r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t te e , a s we l l a s
the committee C h airs an d oth ers who have directed us to this
p oin t , b e c a u s e , a s I a l l u de d t o t h r o u gh o u t t h e da y , t h a t t h e r e ' s
noth i n g i n my p r o p o s a l t h a t i s sub s t a n t i a l t h a t d i d n ' t co me f r om
between my two ears. It came from the thought and the hard work
of ev e r y c om m i t t e e i n t h i s L eg i s l a t u r e . An d I t h i nk t h a t t he
sooner w e f i n d t h a t mi dd l e g r ou n d a s a . . .whether it be a number,
whether it be a pr ogram, whatever that might be, the sooner we
come to that middle ground, t he better we' re going to do as f a r
as managing exactly what the priorities of the state are. What
I ' ve a s k e d t h e b o d y t o l i s t e n t o t o da y i n my ame n dm en t a r e
e ssent i a l l y wha t I ' v e he a r d t he b od y s ay i n o t h e r d eb a t e , a s
wel l a s wh a t I b e l i e v e a r e so u nd p r i n c i p l e s f o r p r i o r i t i e s .
There ar e t h i n g s i n t h i s ame n d m ent t h a t d o n ' t g i v e me a l o t o f
e njoyment . An d t h e r e a r e t h i n g s , l i ke t he co u n t y j a i l
r eimbur sement , t h a t a r e p r o b ab l y a t t he t op o f my l i s t t o f i nd a
way t o f i g u r e o u t h ow do we n o t d o t h a t , o r h ow d o we f i nd t he
money to do what we need to do to make s ure th a t the Sup reme
Court and the work that is done there within our justice system
i s f u n d e d . And t h e s i mp l e a n sw e r , t o me , i s , y ou f i nd i t f r o m
somewhere e l se , bu t y o u t r y a n d h o l d t h e b o t t om l i n e . Be ca u se
if we just continue to add back and add back and add back, we' re
back to where we are under LB 407 as am e nded w ith th e comm it tee
amendment. We do have a gap between what the committee has
b efor e u s , a n d i f a l l o f t h e r e v e n u e t h a t i s ou t t h e r e wo u l d
pass, we s t i l l h av e a g a p . An d so t h e q u e s t i o n i s , ho w d o we
resolve that'? Part of my intent for introducing this amendment
i s t o s h ow t h a t t h e r e a r e op p o r t u n i t i e s f o r u s t o sa ve m o n e y.
There are tough decisions. Bu t if w e ' re s e rious a b out the
pr i o r i t i e s t ha t I ' v e he a r d memb e r s s p ea k ab o u t , o f K- 12 , o f
higher ed, of the scholarship programs, if we' re serious a bout
that, we should be serious about being able to stand up and say,
well , we t o ok t h e mon e y f r om t h i s pr o g r am f o r e d u c a t i on , o r we
t ook t h e m o ne y f r om t h i s a r e a f o r t h a t . AN1 76 3 , a s i n t r o du ce d ,
is n o t p e r f e c t . Nev e r c l a i me d t ha t i t wa s . I t i s an e f f o r t t o
f in d t he mi d d l e g r ou n d . I f th e r e a r e ame n d ments t h a t n ee d t o b e
of f e r e d to re s o l v e som e o f t h e c o n ce r n s , I ' m op en t o t h a t . I f
t her e i s a ne e d t o s i t d o wn a n d f i n d t h a t c om p r o m i s e , I ' m o pe n
to t h a t . Bu t I wo u l d ra t he r t h a t we do i t t o d ay t h an e i t h e r 1 2
days f r om n o w , p u sh i ng on t h e a d j o u r n m ent or , mo r e i mp o r t a n t l y ,
I woul d r a t h e r n o t d o i t i n Ju n e . I t h i n k t h e so o ne r we c an
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