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because I have such a strong feeling about education and the
o pportun i t y f o r our yout h i n t h i s st at e t o get an ad e quat e
education that I think it's important, terribly important, that
we protect education as best we can. As most of you know, K-12
educat ion ha s t a k e n a t r e mendous amount o f hi t s i n t h i s s t at e ,
i n many o f t h e sc h o o l s , a n d many o f t he sc h o o l s t h a t I r epr e s e n t
have found themselves in dire straits. Now the issue is going
to come up, I'm sure, and of course Senator Maxwell has brought
this out, we need to change the way we fund education. We need
to get consolidated. And you know, it's easy for people in the
urban area to talk about consolidation to save money, and it
does, but it doesn't save as much as you might guess in t he
r ura l a r eas s i m p l y b e c ause o f t he d i s t a n c e i n v o l v e d i n n o t onl y
for kids to travel but the inconvenience it presents to those
youth t o ha v e t o t r av e l t he s e d i s t a n ces t o par t i c i pa t e n o t onl y
in the educational process b ut in the extr acurricular
activities. Whe n you got kids that have to spend an hour to an
h our a n d a h a l f on a b u s t o g e t t o t h i s c o n so l i d a t e d s ch o o l t ha t
t hey ' r e go i ng t o b e i n , t h a t ' s n o t p r ov i d i ng a q u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n
in my mind, and I just have to address that because I think it' s
i mpor t a n t wh e n w e ' r e t a l k i ng ab o u t t h e k i n d o f cu t s t ha t we wan t
t o make t o g e t t he g o a l t h at w e ' r e t r y i ng t o r eac h . My goa l , as
many of y ou , i s t o pr ov i d e t h i s k i nd of an edu c a t i on . The t h i ng
t ha t I ' m co n ce r n e d a b o u t i s whe n w e t a l k ab o ut h i g h e r e d u c a t i on ,
as we take money away from higher education we' re going to have
to raise that money in order to keep those schools open. And
where i s i t go i ng t o co me fr o m ? I t ' s go i ng t o com e o ut of t he
pockets of the dads and the moms of those kids going to college.
I sent all of my kids to college and they have good educations.
And I worked hard to pay for those, because I'm not a rich
person, but I worked because my kids wanted to go to school and
I wanted to give them that opportunity. But you know what? If
we co n t i n u e t o t a k e mo n e y a w a y f r o m o ur h i g h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s , I
don't know if some people are going to be able to afford to send
those kids. Now those that can get scholarships, or o n the
lower end that can get Pell Grants and those kind of...that kind
of help is not so bad. The people who are wealthy it's not so
bad. B u t t he pe o p l e l i ke m e t h a t ar e in t he mi d d l e , i t ' s a r eal
challenge to provide the kind of education that our kids are
e nt i t l e d t o a n d t ha t we wa n t t o g i ve t h em, i f we e xp e c t t h e s e
kids to be successful in life, and after all, that i s in fact
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