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S ENATOR W E H RBE I N : ...have a spending problem and they don' t
want to give us Medicaid money. Take away the mandates o f ou r
Medicaid, we can cut our budget enormously. So $205 million of
our $161 million increase is 100 percent Medicaid, and the o n ly
reason I b r i n g t h a t up , t h i nk whe r e t h a t ' s g o i n g t o l e a d t o u s
in ten years. If t hat part of our budget g oes up 15 to 20
percent , y o u c an ' t cu t t h e re s t of ou r b udg e t e no ug h t o ma ke
yourselves whole and not raise taxes or whatevez we' re going to
have to do . That 's long-term nursing home caz'e and I have all
the b r e a k d own he r e f o r t h a t . An d g o b a c k t o t h e Hea l t h a nd
Human Services c uts that are suggested in this, which I think
aze draconian. Even the Governor, even the Governor didn't take
addi t i o n a l c u t s i n He a l t h an d Hum a n Ser v i ce s . We d i d t h a t
because we wanted to see where that money was going. We wanted
to prove to ourselves that they needed that money, because we' ve
had many people coming in and tell us, the morale is low, we' re
overloaded, we' re having i ncz'eased workloads and you' ve taken
away peop l e , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : T i me .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : . . .which w e h a v e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k yo u, Sen ator We hrbein. (Visitors
i n t r o d u c e d . ) On wi t h d i s cu s s i o n . Se n a t o r V r t i sk a , f o l l owe d b y
Senators Massey, Bromrn, Jones, Beutler, and others.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
I'd like to I guess begin, as many h ave, by thanking Se nator
Erdman f o z b zi n g i ng f o r t h a n e w i d e a , som e th i ng t ha t we c an
spend s ome t i m e t o d a y t a l k i n g a b ou t , an d ce r t a i n l y I wo u l d n ' t
w ant t o l e av e o u t t h e Ap p r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee a nd t he Rev e n u e
Commit te e f o r a l l t he wor k t h ey ' v e d on e t h r o u g h t h i s l e n g t h o f
t ime a nd t he h o u r s t h ey ' v e p u t i n t o t r y t o come u p wi t h
something that w e could p ut tog ether to sati sfy n ot onl y
o urse l v e s b u t t h e p eo p l e o f t h i s s t a t e , b e ca u s e , a f t e r a l l ,
t ha t ' s t h e b o t t om l i n e . I hav e t o t e l l y ou t h a t I c an ' t ag r ee
wit h e ve r y t h i ng i n . . . I h a v en ' t ag r e e d wi t h e v e r y t h i n g i n t he
Appropriations Committee and haven't agreed to e v erything t h a t
Senator Erdman has co m e out . And the reason I say that is
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