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SENATOR COMBS: Fo lks, look at our demographics. We don't have
the demographics of the six above us, no doubt. We ' re going to
have to make some h ard dec isions here about ou r per capita
spendin g o n h i g h er e du c a t i o n . An d I ad mi t t h a t I d i d n o t s i t i n
the Appropriations Committee and you all are a lot smarter than
me when it comes to the reams of pape r tha t you have gone
t hroug h an d t h e h ou r s o f t e s t i mo n y y o u ' v e l i s t en e d t o , an d I
respect that. However, the hard decisions have to be m ade and
I ' m still listening. I thank again Phil for bringing this, and
I t h a n k t h e Ap p r op r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee f o r t h e wo r k t h a t t h ey h av e
done. I am still listening, however, I agree with most of w hat
I have h e ard he re , a nd th at is we are go i n g to r each a
compromise somewhere between the violet colored c opy and the
golden ro d co p y t h a t ' s g o i n g t o b e b e s t f o r t h e p e op l e o f
Nebraska . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Combs. Senator We hrbein,
on the Erdman amendment to LB 407, followed by Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: T hank you, Mr. President and members. First
o f a l l , I wan t t o sa y t h i s i s n o t u n u su a l t o f i n d a co mp r o m i s e .
When y ou w o rk i n t h e pu b l i c en v i r o nm en t l i k e t h i s , t h i s i s wha t
we al way s h a v e t o d o t o g e t t he r e . I n s p i t e o f t h e Wo r l d - He r a l d

t here, we always have and we always get to a decision before w e
go home, and th is is the way it's done. It 's messy. It' s
frustrating. It's hard to do these. It makes these last t hree
weeks very unpleasant, in my mind, but this is the way it's done
when you' re operating in a public body. Otherwise, we could sit
around a table tonight and work it out and we could come out
h ere and say this is the way it's going to be. We don't do i t
t ha t way . I s i mp l y wan t t o ma k e so m e c o mments . Some h av e
suggested we haven't made enough cuts, but you forget that we
started out wi t h a $760 mi l l i o n ga p , a n d a c k n o w l e d g i n g t ha t
$80 million of that was cut off with the n egotiations, w e had
programmed in $120 million. Settlement was about $40 million up
per the negotiations. But beyond that, it really isn't that we
haven' t cu t . I me a n I , t o me , $7 6 0 m i n us $ 3 5 0 i s $ 4 10 mi l l i on .
To me it's a significant amount of cuts one way or another. N ow
some of tho se, ad m ittedly, are not true cuts; they' re cuts in
the increases. But the point is they were originally...we had a
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