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to have to do something to reverse the shock that's happening to
o ur p a t i e n t r i g h t no w . So i t ' s n o t f u n an d i t ' s n o t ea sy , b u t
t he wa t e r s a r e t r ou b l e d a nd I t h an k Se n a t o r Er d ma n f o r t h a t . I
would l i k e t o com ment o n s o m e o f m y pe r so n a l op i n i on s up t o t h i s
p oin t . I do ag r ee t ha t we m a y n e e d s o m e k i n d o f a n e x t en s i on o f
LB 1085. I wou ld like to see a sunset date on that simply
because we are living in a fluctuating economy and I would not
l i ke t o s e e i t . . . t ho s e i nc r e a ses e x t e nded on f o r e v e r . I bel i eve
we owe that to our people and to the economy of Nebraska to keep
a n e y e o n i t an d no t j u s t t ak e a f r e e l u n ch an d . . .a t t h e i r
expense and say we' ve got this money to s pend forever. I
remember having a conversation with Senator Landis early in the
session on t h e s t e p s o f a H ol i d a y I n n . We t a l ked about t he
budget. We talked about having to serve food to the people of
Nebraska as a mandate of the constitution, and having to go from
a turkey platter perhaps down to a dinner plate. An d I think
that's what we need to do, and we are doing that. I'd like to
see more consensus. I think this is a great...the waters are
t r ou b l e d . Th i s i s wo n d e r f u l . And I l i k e wh a t I h e a r whe n I
hear people say we' re moving to consensus, we' re giving here.
I 'm w il l i n g t o g i ve t w o - th i r d s t o go ba c k a t h i r d . That ' s wh a t
i t ' s g o i n g t o t ak e t o get thi s bud g e t i r oned ou t , and l i ke
Senator Brown said, from the executive side too. And I believe
w e' ve begun to hear some of that from o u r Governor , b u t i t ' s
going t o t ake wor k i ng hand i n ha n d t o g e t h e r . I woul d su r el y
hate to see this boil down to a battle of vetoes and o v errides.
I r e a l l y t h i n k we ' r e b i g g er t h a n t h a t . An d I t h i nk t h a t we g o t
enough smarts here and enough wisdom and enough knowledge about
what's going on t o p erhaps not take exactly Senator Erdman's
l eap o f f a i t h , bu t t o a t l ea s t a dm i t t h a t we do n e ed t o t a ke a
l eap o f f ai t h . We do not kn o w t h e o u t c ome o f w ha t we ' r e g o i n g
to be doing. That's why it needs to be temporary, but it n eeds
t o be som e t h i n g t hat ' s ef f ec t i ve t h a t do e s n o t hu r t edu c a t i o n
and healthcare. As far as what we do spend on higher education,
i t ' s t r u e t h a t we a r e i n t he mi d d l e a s f a r as tuition goes.
However, if you look o n overnin .com's web s ite, the
information there shows that Ne ras a ranks seventh in the
nation per capita spending on higher education.
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