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SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. President. Memb ers of the
body, we' ve been talking about government's budget and certainly
as we look down the list we can m ake a case for just how
important each and every one of these elements is. And when we
g o ho m e t o o u r d i st r i c t s a n d we t a l k t o t h e p e o p l e t h a t a r e
there and we look at the c ir cumstances that ex ist in the i r
lives, I think again we can understand just how important those
elements are. I hav e a plant in my district that has seen
severe cutbacks. They ' re fighting for survival. Thirty-five
h undred p e o p l e o ut o f wo r k , y e t , t h ey wi l l s t i l l h a ve t o p a y
their property taxes or lose their homes. They will still have
to pay sales tax or not buy anything, and when their children
outgrow their sh oes or their bluejeans, well, somehow or other
they have to scrape up the money. And if they' re lucky e nough
t o h a v e one spou s e w ho s t i l l has a j ob , t hey ' r e l oo k i n g a t
increases in the rates on the income tax on that one remaining
j ob . The f ar m eco nomy i s l oo k i n g a t dr o u g h t , a n d t h e f ar m er s
are saying, I don't have enough money to keep go ing and yet
somehow I'm being as ked to pay a greater tax burden on what' s
l e f t . I l o ok a t t h e b ot t o m l i n e o n t h i s ame nd m en t an d I se e
that, in comp arison to l ast year's budget which we' re just in
the final months of, 2002-03, that there actually is a very
minimal in crease in the f irst year of $11 million, but in the
f o l l o w i n g y e ar t h e r e ' s a $ 1 04 mi l l i o n i n c r e a s e . An d I k n ow t ha t
t here are many citizens in this state that would be grateful i f
they j u s t wer en ' t r u nn i n g i n n e g a t i v e n umb e r s ; i f t h ey c ou l d
even hold even and freeze the money that they had a year ago ;
the families that have been very responsible and saved money for
their children to go to school and seen their investments dry up
over the las t three yea r s, 25 , 30 pe rcent losses, maybe 50
percent losses, so sorry, you can only go to school for 2 y ears
i ns t ea d o f 4 . So wh at ' s t h e c om p r o m i s e t h a t ' s he r e ? We l l , we
may no t l i k e a l l o f t h e e l e me n t s , b u t i t ' s a l o t cl o s e r t o t h e
Appropriations' proposal than it is to the Governor's proposal.
It's $177 million more than the Governor had proposed. A nd I 'm
sure that the Governor and his people went over the budget with
a fine-tooth comb and they had a rationale fo r every dec i sion
that they made , ju s t as the A pp r opriations Committee had a
rationale for theirs, just as the Revenue Co mmittee ha s a
rationale for the com mittee a mendments in the bills that we
b ring to the floor and see som etimes c h ange d r astically b y
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