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b alance . I d i d ha v e a q u e s t i on . I t h i n k e du ca t i on c e r t a i n l y i s
a hi gh p ri ority. I t h i n k t h a t ' s v e r y ev i d e n t i n t h e
L egi s l a t u r e . Th i n k i t ' s v e r y ev i d e n t a c r o s s t he s t a t e . K
t hroug h 1 2 f u n d i n g , com mun i t y c o l l eg e s , s t a t e c o l l e g e s , we h av e
a gr ea t sy st em h e r e i n Neb r a s k a i n t h e f a c t t h a t we d o p r o v i d e
o ppor t u n i t y t o o u r s t u de n t s a cr o s s t he s t a t e wh e r e o ur c o l l eg e s
a re l o ca t e d , a n d t h a t d i dn ' t j u s t h ap p e n b y ac c i de n t . I t h i n k
i t ' s on e o f t h e gr e a t t h i ng s an d o n e o f t h e g r e a t s t r e ng t h s t ha t
we have i n ou r s t a t e . Th i s mo r n i n g , Se n a t o r Re d f i e l d p a s s e d ou t
a sheet on whe r e we sta n d as far as funding fo r higher
e ducat i o n . I n o t i c e d t ha t we we r e ab o u t 36 t h a s f a r a s t u i t i o n
p er s t u de n t . Th e n I b eg a n t o l o o k a t o u r n e i g h b o r i n g s t a t e s .
There are three states that have higher tuition; there are three
states that have lower tuition than ours. So we' re right in the
c enter . Th o se a r e t he t h i n g s ­ -how much c a n o u r s t a t e or ho w
much c an ou r s t u d e n t s st an d i n an in c r e a s e i n t u i t i o n ? I t h i n k
those are the things, some of the decisions, that we' re going to
have to make. I believe we do have to make some cuts. How much
I do n ' t k n o w. I ' d be mo r e c om f o r t a b l e a r o u nd t h e $ 300 mi l l i o n
r ange , j u s t t h r o wi ng ou t a f i g u r e . I t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s t h e
challenge that we have before us. I do d isagree w ith Sen ator
Byars t h i s mo r n i n g on wh y a r e we h av i n g t h i s d i s cu s s i o n . I
bel i e v e i t ' s i mp o r t an t t ha t we ha v e t h i s d i sc u s s i o n . Pe op l e
have an opportunity to express their views. It gives us time to
sor t o f mu l l o v e r some o f t h e p r op o sa l s t ha t ha v e b e e n b e f o r e
us, and I understand and again I appr eciate S e nator Er dman
b ring i n g . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR STU H R : . . . t h i s p r op o s a l . I wa s t a l k i n g t o som e I ow a
representatives last weekend. They had a co uple n ew fre shmen
senators propose a maj o r tax rev ision in their state and it
passed the house. So a g ain, t hat new thi nking I thi nk is
i mpor t an t i n b r i n g i ng f o r t h s om e n e w i d ea s . So h o p e f u l l y we ca n
all work to gether and see if we can't come to some balance in
t h i s b ud g e t . Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator Re dfield,
on the Erdman amendment to LB 407.
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