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SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR FRIEND: I f we ca n ' t d o t h a t a n d i f we ca n ' t , a s a b o dy ,
look at thi ngs lik e Sen ator Er dman proposed here, look at
opportunities, like the thing...like the amendment that Senator
Erdman proposed, t hen I would submit to you that we probably
never will be able to look at these things. I return th e rest
o f my t i m e t o t h e Ch a i r . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Friend. Senator Stuhr,
followed by Senator Redfield, Combs, Wehrbein, Vrtiska, and
o the r s .

SENATOR STUHR : Thank you , M r . President and members of the
body. I wou l d l i ke t o a l so t ha n k S enato r E r dman fo r hi s wor k .
I think i t 's probably the most in-depth work, as has been said
before on t h e f l oo r , of any se n a t o r t h a t h a s n o t ser v e d on t he
Appropriations Comnittee, so I do thank him and others for
b ring ing and ma i n t a i n i n g t h i s d i sc u s s i o n . Al so , I wa n t t o t han k
Senator Wehrbein and the Appropriations Committee. T hey have
b een t h a n ke d b e f o r e bu t , ag a i n , I d o n ' t t h i n k a ny o f u s r e a l i ze ,
unless we serve on that committee, really how grueling it is.
And t h e y h a v e s t u d i e d t h e i ssu e s . I t h i n k some t i m es t h a t we
could compare th e App ropriations Committee and the members of
t he L e g i s l a t u r e t o t h e me m b er s o f t h e L eg i s l a t u r e an d t he pu b l i c
i n the fact that the Appropriations Conmittee ha s stu died th e
issues more in-depth than some of us in the Legislature. Also,
t he p u b l i c som e t i m e s d o e s n ' t u n d e r s t a n d t h e d i f f i c u l t y we ha v e
i n l o o k i ng a t t h e b u dg e t an d t r y i ng t o f i n d t h a t b a l a n c e , a nd I
think that is much of the dilemna. Th is is a bala ncing act .
We' ve talked about revenue. We' ve talked about appropriations.
Where do we all come together? The public assistance p rograms,
we' ve t a l ke d a b ou t those. Those are ce rtainly the fastest
g rowing area, somewhere I read about 30 percent a year . W e
won' t b e a b l e to make those changes in the short time that we
have left, but I think it's something that we m ust con tinually
b e a w a r e o f . I ' m a l so t h i nk i ng t h a t t h e c omn i t t e e s , a ' l o f u s
that serve on the various committees, that serve as Chair of the
committees, really have a great responsibility i n th is whole
p roces s o f l oo k i ng a t t he bu d g e t an d t r y i n g t o f i n d some
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