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Appropr i a t i o n s Co mmi t t e e , and I t hi nk t hat I ' v e m ade i t p r et t y
clear, did a rea lly...did a sound job and they did some good
soli d w o rk , I j us t di dn ' t t hi nk t he cu t s w e r e d eep e nough . My
n o vo t e o n L B 4 07 l a i d o u t t h a t s t o r y . I d i d n ' t n ee d an y b o d y
wri t i n g t h a t st or y f o r me . I t hi nk ever y b o dy unde r s t o od t ha t .
As far as the tax increases were concerned, like I laid out last
week, I t ho u g h t t he y we r e . . . I t h i nk t h a t t a x i n c r ea s e s a r e b a d
economic policy. My no votes on those tax increases tell that
story. What I wan ted to do was visit the cuts a little bit,
some of the ones that Senator Erdman proposed, some of the o nes
that Appropriations Committee proposed, and the Governor. We' ve
t a lked abo u t t he negat i ve i mpa c t s o f a l o t of t hese cut s .
Wouldn ' t . . . co u l dn ' t we d e a l wi t h t h i s f o r j u s t a se c on d ?
Wouldn' t som e , o r I shou l d s a y a por t i o n, o f t he s e c u t s , f or ce
l ocal t y p e o f con s o l i d a t i o n w hen you t r a n s f e r t he p a i n , i f you
wi l l , o ve r t o t he l o ca l g o v e r n m e n t s ? Wo u l dn ' t t h a t t r a n s f e r an d
translate into more efficiency in those areas? Quick example
would be this. If I had, to me, and this is the way I l ook at
it, if I had to c u t 10 people from a 45-person business, the
other 35 people are forced to pick up the various duties that
those other 10 people performed. Now, if those duties can't be
f u l f i l l ed w i t h t he r e m a i n i n g p e o p l e on you r st af f , t hen t he
remaining p eople on the staf f h ave to f ocus on cor e
functionalities and the business has to m ove its re sources
toward those ob jectives. Now what has happened is one of two
t hings: that busi ness ei ther fa ils, or it beco mes mo r e
efficient. That business is looking to survive. I would submit
that in a lot of ways that's what government will do at a local
l evel . I n shor t , I t h i nk de e pe r cut s t o gove r n mer t age n c i e s
don't always necessarily have to be a negative thing. Do I need
t o . . . b r ea k i t dow n t o a m ic r o s t a n dpo i n t , do I nee d t h e s t r ee t s
out i n f r o n t of m y h o us e p l o wed? No , I can get ou t o f t he
driveway . I me a n we ' re d o i n g t hi n g s a t t he l oc a l l ev el t ha t ar e
q uit e was t e f u l . Let ' s ana l y ze s ome o f t ha t . I f we t r ans f e r
that, wouldn't it...couldn't it breed a little more efficiency?
I w o u l d s a y. . . I w o u l d s u bmi t t h a t i f we can ' t m a k e t h o s e d eeper
cuts now, if we can't do that now, maybe we c an' t, but if we
can' t do i t now and i f we can ' t cha nge ou r m i n d - se t a b ou t t he
business as usual mentality, if we c an't aggressively fight
t hings l i ke unf u n ded f e d e ra l m andates , we ' r e a s o v e r e i g n g r o u p ,
we can fight these type of things.
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