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Erdman, c a n I h a v e y ou r a t t e n t i o n fo r j u s t a se c o n d ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Di d y ou . . .

SENATOR HARTNETT: W hen I came to the Legislature, I was slated
to go on t h e A p p r op r i a t i o n s Commit te e bu t s o met h i n g h a ppened and
I ended u p o n t h e Re v e n u e C ommi t te e , wh i c h m a y b e c h a n ge d m y l i f e
as far as this body is concerned, and my advice would be f or
you, the nex t yea r ...time a round, because I think you have a
great interest in that, is to try to caucus your caucus to g et
on the Appropriations Committee. And maybe I would have been a
different person because of where I ended u p a s that . I ' v e
always, because I' ve been on the Revenue Committee, I' ve been
kind of a pusher for revenue and income tax, and Senator Jensen
mentions again today that people are going to leave the state
because o f t h e h i g h t ax e s . I t ' s i nt er es t i n g, t he p e o p l e at hi s
coffee sh o p ar e d i f f er en t t han t he peo p l e a t my co f f e e sh o p ,
because mine don't make the income, because any time we r aise
our state income tax, unless you have an income over $139,500,
i t ' s a n o f f s e t aga i n s t t he f ed e r a l t axe s . So i f you pay mor e
state taxes it goes the other way. So Senator Jensen must have
a l l t ho s e p e opl e w i t h h i g h i nc ome t a xe s i n h i s s t at e , a n d I hop e
they' re not moving to Nevada or to Arizona, because their s ta t e
taxes per thousand is higher, Senator Jensen, than Nebraska, and
if we raise the m a li ttle bit. Bu t s ome good news, people.
From the Forbes magazine this year, 2000 (sic), best places for
business anan careers, number seven in the list this y ar is
O maha, Nebraska, and i t's in 19 .. .2002 it was ranked S9t h
according to Forbes magazine. In 2001 it ranked 49th. W hy the
change, did we~go rom those high numbers to a l ow nu mber so
it's a very ..place to live, is because they put into another
factor. It's done by a group out of west... econom .com, a
West Chester, Pennsylvania, based economy and financ a research
f i rm . They gav e spe c i a l at t ent i o n t o doi n g t he c o s t o f do i ng
business, which includes the price of labor, energy, taxes of
all things, and office space. In the cost of doing business
index as you compare other cities, we are second in t hat a rea
because it mu st not be bad according...as we compare to other
states with those factors. So th at's a bit of good new s, I
t h i nk , i s be ca u s e wh e n y o u f i gu r e t ha t i n t h a t Om a h a i s nu m b e r
seventh in the list of best places for businesses a nd care ers.
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