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t hi s t o g e t h er , I am e ndment I have t o r espec t f u l l y t e l l you
misses the m a r k and cre ates some problems that I want you to
k now about . I n t h e f i r s t i ns t an c e , some o f t he a sp e c t s o f
S enato r Er d m a n 's b i l l , f o r i n s t a nc e , e l i mi n a t i n g p r e s en t e n c e
investigations in all misdemeanor cases, are exactly like those
that were proposed by the Governor originally to, in a bill, to
the Judiciary Committee. That bill is still in the Judic iary
Committee because y our Jud iciary Committee did not agree with
the Gover n o r on e l i mi na t i n g a l l p r e se n t e n c e i n v e s t i g a t i on s i n
all m is demeanor cases . If you take a ll p resentence
i nvestigations out in all misdemeanor cases an d e li minate t h e
$1.4 million which t he Gove rnor was tryi ng to sa,~ by doing
that, or would be saved in t h is proposal, th en yo~ have no
presentence investigations i n first-degree d omestic violence
cases, in assault cases, in driving under the i n fluence. Now
t he e f f e c t o f n o t h av i n g a p r e se n t en c e i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a nd I ' v e
confirmed my understanding with Senator Synowiecki who has, a nd
he has g i ven me permission to reference our conversation, who
has a gr e a t de a l mor e on - l i n e e x p e r i e n ce i n t h i s . . . t o t a l
experience than I do , becau se I don 't hav e any on -li ne
experience, and he said, yes, that's correct. I f you don't have
a presentence investigation, and th e judge doe sn't have the
authority to get a presentence i n vestigation, you ha ve no
f ac t ua l b a s i s b e f o r e t h e c o u r t wi t h wh i ch y ou c a n t he n d e c i d e
what you' re going to do in term s of something less than an
i nca r c e r a t i o n o r t h a t so r t o f t h i n g . So we a r e s t r i k i ng a t t h e
base of our coaanunity corrections effort throughout this whole
session and I think there has been a very substantial commitment
to support and uphold community corrections as our goal in order
that we get our correction spending under control. So the
$1.4 million that's saved by not doing presentence
investigations, which contemplates then reducing the budget and
t he s t a f f an d t h e op e r a t i on o f t h e Pr ob a t i on Dep a r t m e n t , wou l d
be downsizing a Probation Department at the time when we want to
m aximize probation and lessen the amount o f incarceration f o r
things where we can use community corrections. However, there' s
an even more serious problem that I'd like to discuss with you,
and tha t i s t ha t , i n r ou n d n umbers , w e . . .y o u ' l l r eca l l t ha t i n
LB 46 we raise $2.5 million a year, and $5 million a biennium,
from probation fees, probationer fees and parolee fees. It is a
constitutional fact in the state o f Neb raska tha t if you ' re
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