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SENATOR THONPSON: Just for tho s e of you who haven't been
on...served on the Appropriations Committee, on e of the
processes th at hap pens the re is t hat the committee will take
w hat we call the modifications, and i n a norm a l bud get yea r
t hose mod i f i c a t i o n s p r o b ab l y a r e n ' t go i ng t o h a pp e n b ut t h e
committee want s more i nf o r ma t i o n an d t h e y w an t t o m ake s u r e t he
agency a t t en d s t he h ea r i n g . We can d o t h i ng s i n t he c om m i t t e e
and have no one come from the agency, so one of th e tri cks o f
t he t r a de , i f y ou wa n t t o ca l l i t t h a t , i s t o t ak e t h e
modi f i c a t i o n s t o ma ke su r e p e op l e co m e i n a n d e x p l a i n wh at t h e i r
program is doing and what would happen if you t ake the
modi f i c a t i o n s . An d t he mo d i f i ca t i o n s ha v e b e e n 1 0 p e r c e n t an d
t ha t ' s t h e w ay i t wa s t h e y e a r I g o t t h e r e , whe n we we r e n ' t i n
t hi s m e s s , a nd i t ' s b e en t h a t wa y si n ce t h e n . So some t i m e s w h e n
the committee m akes a deci sion to take the modifications,
there's no intention of ever a ctually doing that. We just wan t
to make sure the age ncy co mes in and exp l ains what those
10 percent mod i f i ca t i o n s a r e . And t hat ' s w h a t h a p pened i n t he
case of the Health a n d Human Services' budget this year, was
because the agency doesn't have a real way, in t heir view,
because they' re all direct service primarily, they just said
t hey would t a k e a 1 0 p e r c en t c u t a n d d i d n ' t spe c i f y . Now some
o f u s h a d d i f f e r e n ces o f op i ni o n o n w h e t he r t o t ake t h a t or not
t ake that, but the coraaittee chose to take that modification in
order to have the agency come in and explain it. And we did get
a lo t o f i nf o rm a t i o n t h a t d a y w hen t h e y d i d c o me i n . And so I ' m
going t o t ake except i o n, and t hi s i s on page 2 of 4 , t o
Agency 25, their operations budget, and Agency 26, th eir
operations budget, for that reason. And what that budget is, is
front-line workers, and if you went over to, as Senator Erdman
said, he sees a lot of people working in the S tate Office
B uild i n g acr o ss t he s t r eet and he f ee l s t he y c o u l d make t h a t
adjustment, let m e tell you fro m what w e know from tha t
part i c u l a r hear i n g . And I don ' t wa n t y o u t o be m is l e d b y t he
action of the Appropriations Committee and I'd certainly let
Senator Wehrbein c o rrect m e if I 'm wrong in this regard, but
that was a cut that was made in order to get attention to tha t
issue and get some more information. The re are only, in
l i n e (s i c ) 2 5 , t h e o p e r a t i o n s b u d g e t , t h e r e w i l l on l y b e a f e w
people in the Department of Health and Human Services who are
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