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t hat m o ne y t h a t . . .you know, how do we balance the i nterests of
the Legislature w ith t he reality of the funds? Ab so lutely
r i g h t , o n e o p i n i o n , AM 1 7 63 , o ne o p i n i o n o n l y , mi ne , no t so m e b o dy
t hat s t a n d s be h i n d t h e g l a ss , n o t some b o d y t h a t s i t s i n an
of f i c e i n t h i s b u i l d i ng anywh e r e wi t h t h e ex c ep t i o n o f o ne
person . Tha t ' s my l eg i s l a t i v e a i d e . We sa t d o wn a nd we we n t
over the budget. They were our ideas I ' ve heard discussions
pr i v a t e l y ab ou t , we l l , I won de r wh o p u t h i m u p t o t h i s . The
residents o f the 47th Legislative District did, because I told
the body that I was going home on a weekend and people said, why
isn't there a compromise, why isn't there a middle g round? I
said , I d o n ' t kn o w, I j u s t d o n ' t se e i t h ap p e n i n g . And I
d ecid ed , w h y n o t ? L e t ' s t r y i t . Le t ' s g i v e i t a s h o t . L e t ' s
send out some ma rk ers abo ut where things could be headed and
what t h i n gs co u l d b e do n e . Th a t ' s wh e r e AM 1 763 ca me f r om. I
also appreciate the conments from Senator Raikes. N ow it's kind
of ironic th e th i ngs I didn't do he's most supportive of, and
t he t h i n gs t ha t I d i d d o h e ' s he s i t a n t o n , b u t I do wa n t t o
e xpl a i n on e t h i n g . Th i s mo r n i n g a t 1 0 : 3 5 I r e c e i v e d t he
amendment . Th i s mo r n i n g a t 1 0 : 4 2 w e b eg a n d e b a t e . No w ov e r t he
weekend peopl e w e r e a sk i n g , w el l , wha t ' s i n i t ; wha t ' s i n i t ?
You know who knew? And I heard Senator Chambers say this, this
morning. You know, if my coat sleeves k new I would bu rn my
coat . Tha t wa s t he m e n t a li t y t ha t I ha d , wa s I ' v e g ot t o k now
f or s u r e w ha t I ' m goi n g t o of f e r t o y ou a s a b ody i s a sound
policy that protects the priorities. And so I apologize to the
body that you didn't have advance no tice, but I had seven
minute s wi t h t h e ame nd m en t b e f o r e I sh ow e d i t t o y ou . So t h e
old scribbling out the numbers right before the term p ap er was
due was what happened. The other side of this, the reason that
I chose this strategy versus some that I see b e ing offered is
comprehensive versus p i ecemeal. I 'm not sure any amendment I
would have offered any other member wo uld hav e be en ado pted
anyways. I'm not convinced of that yet. And by putting things
t oget he r i n a c omp r e h e n s i v e p a c k a g e I b e l i ev e t h a t I s t o od a
b et te r c ha n c e o f p r e se n t i ng a co m p e l l i n g a r g u m en t f o r g o i n g t o a
certain number by a d ifferent ve hicle than what others were
using . So i t wa s comp r e he n s i v e . I c ou l d h a v e f i l e d 4 0
amendments. I coul d have started last Monday, as I worked one
u p f i l e d i t u p t h e r e , b ut I h ad t o f i gu r e ou t h ow t h at f i t i n .
We did n ' t a sk t he App r o p r i a t i on s C o mmi t t ee t o s en d o ut ame n dment
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