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citizens of the state of Nebraska we did what you told us to do;
we protected the areas that you told us to protect and we did it
r espons i b l y . I t h i nk we c a n d o t h a t . I t h i nk we h av e do n e i t .
A l l w e h a v e t o do i s p u t i t t o g e t he r i n o n e f o r m i n a p a c ka g e
that says this is our best effort, this is what you have hired
u s t o d o . I t h i n k we c a n d o t h a t a n d I ' m wi l l i ng t o wo r k o n a n y
c ompromise . Th an k y ou .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Brown.

SENATOR BROWN: M r . Speaker and members, though I app r eciate
Senator Erdman's e f forts, I th i n k this morning's discussion
shows the difficulty that we have in dealing, 49 of u s on the
f l o o r , wi t h e a ch a n d e v e r y sp e c i f i c . And a l so h a v i ng s e r v e d o n
Approp r i a t i on s C o mmi t te e , I un d e r st a nd w h a t i t ' s l i ke t o ha v e
d one t h at and , dep e n d ing o n t h e wa y y o u q u o t e t h i s quo t a. , i t ' s
e i t he r t he an g e l o r t h e de v i l i s i n t h e d e t a i l s . We l l , t h e
Appropr i a t i o n s Commit te e ha s s p en t t he l as t f ew months w r e s t l i ng
wit h e i t h e r a ng e l s o r de v i l s an d I d o n ' t k n ow t h a t we ' r e g o i n g
t o do a r e a l l y go o d j o b t r y i ng t o f i gur e o u t w h i c h o n e i s whi ch
without some more of a road map than we have, I , too, have had
d iscomf or t wi t h t h e b o t t om l i n e n um b er s a nd I wou l d d i s ag r e e a
little bit with Senator Pederson. I understand that they had to
make decisions based on what they thought were the best
interests of the state, but the other side of that is t hat the
best interests of the state are also represented by our taxation
level, and we have to be somewhere where we can feel a little
b i t more c omfo r t a b l e . And I ' m m or e com f o r t a b l e wi t h Senat o r
Erdman' s bottom line, but I 'm just not as comfortable at how we
get there as having nine different people arguing out, on a very
laborious method, each and every line item . I f I ' m
uncomfortable with the spending level that we' re at then I think
that...and if everyone keeps saying that they are uncomfortable
with t h e s p end ing l e v e l , t hen w e s h o u l d h av e s en t t he b i l l back
t o c om m i tt e e an d l e t t h e c ommi t t e e m a k e t h e r e c o mmendat io n s
about where those cuts need t o come from. Bu t I am very
intrigued by one of the underlying premises of Senator Erdman's
proposal , a n d t h a t i s t hat we h a v e t o do r eal , meani n g f u l and
s ign i f i c a n t r ef o rm i n t he ar eas of M e d i c a i d , t he e d u c a t i o n a l
system, a n d C o rr e c t i on s . Bu t t o d o t h o s e t h i n g s , be ne e d t o
have a vision of where we' re going and we need to be very strong
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