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Cunningham.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. I 'd
l i k e t o a l s o t h an k Se n a t o r Er d ma n f o r t h e wo r k t h a t h e ' s p u t ou t
d oing this job. I th ink Senator Je nsen ex p ressed my v iew s
probabl y t he b e s t t h i s mo r n i ng . He l i k e s t h e nu m be r t ha t we ' r e
getting to, and I like that number we' re getting to. I don ' t
necessa r i l y l i ke a l l o f t h e i t ems i n t h e r e , b u t a t l e a st we ' r e
g ett i n g t h e d i sc u s s i o n g o i n g n ow . I ' m go i n g t o t el l you w h er e I
am in this whole budget process. When I came into the session
this year, I was pretty much in favor of cuts. I needed cuts.
And as I wa t c h e d t h e Ap p r o pr i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee w o rk d a y a f t e r da y
and work into the evening and they were able to come up with a
l i t t l e over hal f of t he p r ob l e m s o l v e d w i t h cu t s , I cam e t o t he
u nderstand ing we were no t g o i n g t o sol ve t h i s w h o l e p r o b l e m wi t h
cuts . Bu t I d i d d e c i de I wo u l d b e wi l l i n g t o ex t e nd t he i n c om e
tax, sales tax, and cigarette taxes from last year and go along
with the increased alcohol tax that we are working on this year,
but we still have somewhere around $100 mi l l i on def i c i t , and
t ha t ' s t h e p a r t t h a t I ' m u nc om f o r t ab l e wi t h . An d I , l i k e ma n y
others, have been frustrated because there seem to be no other
solut i on , and I ab so l u t e l y . . .or i t j u s t app e a re d t o m e t h a t t he
only solution there would be to get to that $100 million is to
go to K-12 education or the university system, and I absolutely
we'll not go for any more cuts to K-12 education. So I'd like to
t hank Senator E r dman fo r t he w o r k t h a t h - . . ' s d one on t hi s . I t ' s
been a lot o f work on his part. And even if this amendment
doesn't pass in the form that it's in now, I know that we' re
g oing t o ha v e a f ew more c u t s t h a n w e i n i t i a l l y had a n d I o w e a
l o t o f t h an k s t o h i m. And wi t h t h a t , I wou l d g i v e Sen a t o r
Erdman my time.

SPEAKER BROMM: T h ank you, Senator Cunningham. Senator Erdman,
you have three minutes.

SENATOR ERDMAN: Tha nk you, Mr. Speaker. Tha n k yo u, Sen ator
Cunningham . Ag a i n , I app r ec i a t e t he b o dy ' s i n du l g e n c e i n t h i s
d iscussion, because I think we' re either h ere today or here
maybe ten days from now, because we' re either going to make some
decisions today about h ow do w e comprehensively review where
we' re spending money, or we' re going to do it after we figure
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