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we are n ow eng aged in a lawsuit involving the Missouri River.
Now, the Missouri River, it sounds like, oh, well, that's just
over there; that's not going to be a problem. We ll, there is
r est r i c t i on e f f o r t s be i ng ma d e by o t her s t at e s u p s t r e am f r o m
Nebraska that want to restrict the water that w o uld be com ing
down the M isso uri and we have desi gnated an att orney
r epres e n t a t i v e , wh o m I t a l k e d t o j u s t a l i t t l e wh i l e ag o , u p i n
North Dakota, w here they are in the proce ss of trying to
r epresent Nebraska's interest in this matter. But I had aske d
Mr. Co o k s on , wh o re p r e s e n t s th e s t a t e i n t h i s wat e r ma t t e r , I
s aid , w h a t a r e t h e ec o n o mi c b en e f i t s o f t he Mi s so u r i Ri v e r t o
t he st a t e o f Ne b r a s ka ? An d i n 2 0 02 t h e Na t i o n al Aca d emy o f
Science reports on the Missouri River determined that

SPEAKER BROMM : One m in u t e .

SENATOR D . PE D E RSON : . . . the n e t a m o un t o f n e e d t o t h e s t a t e o f
N ebraska . . .we would l o se, if we wou l d lose this lawsuit, we
would lose up to $424 million to the state of Nebraska. So is
that worth saving'? Of course it is. And that's why we felt in
t ha t i n s t a n c e t h a t we ne e d e d t o b e r ep r e s en t e d i n t h i s ma t t e r .
In addition to that, we look at the Supreme Court. M any of the
items in the Supreme Court, it sounds g ood to ju st red uce a
large amoun t from them , bu t most of the item s are
constitutional. We have to fund our court systems. The othe r
part of it is, and it was tried earlier, reduce the amount of
probation. Okay, you reduce the amount of probation, which is
under the Sup r eme Cou rt, an d wha t do you do'? Y o u have to
incarcerate the people, which on the o ther e nd increases o ur
p eni ten t i a r y o c c upancy . So t he po i n t i s t hat wi t h ea c h o f t hes e
things that we have analyzed and that we have, in our report, in
that goldenrod copy, we have gone through in an effort to try to
find the basic needs of the state and try to determine what we
shoul d . . .

SPEAKER BROMM : Time .

SENATOR D . PE D E RSON:
T hank y o u .

. fund a n d wh a t we sh ou l d n o t f u nd .

S PEAKER BROM M : SenatorThank y o u , Sen a t o r Ped e r s on .
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