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amendment t h at g oe s b a c k t h r ou g h a n um be r o f t h e s e i t e m s, a d d i n g
and d e l e t i ng v a r i ou s i t e ms f r o m wh a t we ha d su b m i t t e d , a nd I
would s u b mi t t h a t e s se nt i a l l y i t ' s v e r y d i f f i cu l t t o l oo k a t
something like th i s a nd say , okay , th i s is for the best
interests of the state, this is not for the b est interests o f
the state. W hat this is, in my opinion, is a direction towards
a bo t t o m l i ne do l l a r amo u n t an d , f r an k l y , wh en we i n t h e
Approp r i at i on s C o mmi t t e e w e re e v a l u a t i ng t h e n e e d s o f t h e s t a t e ,
we d i d not go i n wi t h a pr ec o n c e i ved i d e a o f w h a t t he b o t t o m
dol l a r l i n e sh ou l d b e . We we n t i n t o ma k e a d e t e r mi n a t i o n ,
which I th ink is a re spo nsibility o f the Appropriations
Committee, as designated by t his Leg islature, t o advise you
what , i n our o p i n i o n , a r e t h e n e e d s o f t h e s t a t e a nd h ow i s i t
best accomplished. So with that in mind, nine of us spent three
and a h a l f mo n t h s m e e ti ng wi t h a l l o f t he se ag e n c i e s t h a t ar e o n
t hi s l i s t n ow an d , i n g en e r a l , we t a l k e d t o t h e m a t l e a s t t h r e e
t imes , e a c h on e o f t h em, i n a n e f f o r t t o t r y t o d e t e r mi ne w h a t
t heir needs were, what the benefits were to the state , wha t
would happen i f we reduced, what would happen if we increased,
b ut j u s t t o d e t e r mi n e w h a t we r e t h e ne e d s o f t h e s t a t e . An d a t
this point, frankly, it's very difficult to go over this entire
l i s t b e ca u s e w e w e r e n ot d r i ve n b y a b o t t o m l i n e . An d i f t h a t
was t he i de a , i f we we r e g o i n g t o b e g o v e r n e d b y a bo t t om l i n e ,
we shou l d ha v e p r ob a b l y s t a r t e d i n Ja n u a r y a nd s a i a , t h i s i s t h e
n umber o f do l l a r s t h a t we ' r e g o i n g t o sp e n d , y o u f i gu r e ou t h o w
t o s p e n d i t . Th a t ' s n o t t h e way y ou de t e r m i n e t he ne e d s o f t h e
sta te . And l e t me g i v e y o u a n ex a mp l e . I kn o w t ha t t h e
quest i on s we re ask ed o f Sen a t o r E n ge l e ar l y on a b ou t w ha t t he
e f f ec t wo u l d b e o n t h e Le g i s l a t i v e Co u n c i l . We l l , t h e
Legislative Coun cil a lso inc ludes th e Legislative F iscal
Analysts and people like that. We would have to m ake se r ious,
serious cuts, and those are the people that advise us what the
needs of the state are dollarwise an d how we achi eve th o se
things. So what I 'm try ing to say is that these are very
f ar - r e a c h i n g t h i n g s t h a t m ay s ou n d g oo d o n t he i r f a ce b u t ,
p eople , b e l i ev e m e, t h i s i s no t t h e wa y y o u de t e r m i n e t h e b u dg e t
f or t h e st a t e o f Ne b r a sk a . An ex am p l e , a n d I ' m n o t go i ng t o t r y
a nd g o t h r ou g h e ach o f t h e i t ems on t h e l i s t o f t h i ng s t h a t
Senator Erdman has, bu t let me g ive you an exam p le. We
increased some to the Attorney General's Office and one of the
reasons, one of the significant reasons why we i n creased t hat,
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