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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. As I was
saying t h i s m o r n i ng , I opp os e t h i s a mendment i n d a l o t of i t has
t o d o wi t h I ' m n o t . . .un su r e o f t h e i mp a c t o f wh a t ma n y o f t h e se
cuts are going to be, and so I, in order to adequately analyze
them, even over the noonhour, have gotten some analysis. But as
I s t a r t ed out t al k i ng ab ou t t he Supr e m e C o u r t and t he
Legislative Council and the Attorney General, the depth of those
cuts, Health and Human Services cuts, I'm going to go on down to
t he L i b r a r y Commission , w h i c h i s a ver y . . . se ems l i ke a ver y
modest amount, $100,000, but we have really stripped the...a lot
of the value of the Library Comnission statewide in the last few
years in cuts. And these are outreach to people, libraries, all
over t he st a t e t h at de p e nd . . . t h a t w h ose c l i en t s d e p end on t h e i r
access t o i nf o r m a t i o n t ech n o l o gy , com p u t e r s and t h i ng s l i ke
that . We have l on g f e l t t hat t hi s m o ney s p en t wa s v e r y n e eded
and, even t h o ugh i t i s a f ai r l y m o d es t a mount o f cu t , i t beco mes
a very s e r i o u s dam age t o t hi s agenc y . I ' m a l i t t l e b i t
surpr i se d at t he r e s t o r at i o n o f f un d s f o r t he St at u s o f Women.
I t h i n k we a s a b o d y v o t e d e a r l i er t hat t h i s was a r ea son a b l e
cut to make. I still believe it is. Many in our committee do,
many in our cceanittee, not all. But I am a little disappointed
'to see the restoration back here considering I do have an
amendment coming up a l i t t l e b i t l at er t hat wi l l gi ve t hem
autho r i t y t o s p e nd a l i t t l e mo r e c a sh f u n d s t h a t t h ey h av e . I ' m
not sure where the Correctional Services is, the $3.5 million.
I don't know if Senator Erdman...would you answer a question?

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Erdman, are you in the Chamber?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Di d h e ? I s t h a t t h e co u n t y j a i l ? Ok ay . I f
t ha t ' s wha t . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: I don't see him, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Oka y , if that's what it is. If it' s...they
say i t ' s t he co u n t y j a i l r ei m b u r sement , w h i c h i s $7 m i l l i on , and
obviously that goes back on property tax if we don't keep our
commitments there. And I think it's important to remember that
we' ve cut t h e c o u n t i e s v e r y ser i o u s l y a n y way . The proper t y t ax
relief bill we p assed, which reduced their...that particular
issue to zero. We' ve cut their state aid quite severely. So
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