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t he wor k o f a l l o f t he St a n d i ng C o mmi t te e s o f t h i s L eg i s l a t u r e ,
who debated t h ese issues at length, heard testimony at length,
made dec i s i o ns t o re co m mend t o t h i s b o dy , wo r k i n g wi t h t h e
Chair s a nd t h e App r op r i a t i on s Co m m i tt ee t o c ome u p wi t h a
p roduct . I ' m n o t co nv i n c e d t ha t t h e App r o p r i a t i on s Com m it t e e
p roduc t i s t h a t b ad . I t h i n k t h ey ' v e d o n e a n ex c e l l e n t j ob .
But Senator Erdman's amendment, s tate wards alo ne...Senato r
Erdman, you put edu cation as your num ber one priority, and
y ou' ve p r o c ee d e d t o j u s t wh a ck i t . And I . . . t h i s i s n ' t
p ersona l l y so me t h i ng t h a t I c an l i v e wi t h . I ' m n o t su r e o f
everybody else. State wards, in case you don't k now it , goes
r i gh t b a ck t o t h e K t h ou g h 12 sc h o o l d i s t r i c t . We se n d t he se
state wards into the school district. We give them the d o llars
to pay for the state ward, generally not as much as it costs to
educate t he m. An d n ow w e ' re t a l k i ng ab o u t t a k i n g t h e mon e y
away. W h o ' s g o i n g t o p a y fo r t h at '? I f you don ' t go t o i nc r ea s e
property taxes, then you' re going to reduce services to the
other students in that school district. We deba te d th i s at
l engt h i n t h e Edu c a t i o n Co m m i tt e e , an d we c h o s e t o k i l l t h a t
bill. It w a sn't something that we felt a s a state is good
publi c pol i c y . It's easy to say , let 's c ut 5 pe rcent
administrative staff at Health and Human S e rvices, an d d ir ect
t he l a ng u a g e t o t h e Po l i cy Ca b i ne t o n h ow i t ' s d o ne , b u t we
don't sit over there and 'micromanage' how they do it. How many
jobs . . . h o w many o f th e i r o wn j ob s d o y o u t h i nk t h ey ' r e g o i n g t o
cut? Hi s t o r y h a s t o l d u s , n o t v e r y ma n y . I t ' s g o i n g t o g o do wn
to f r o n t - l i n e wor ke r s . Th e o n l y way we ' l l f i n d o u t a b ou t i t i s
when our constituents call us and they aren't getting services.
But wi l l we b e ab l e t o g o b a ck a n d f i n d o u t h ow m a n y o f t ho s e
people w e r e re du ce d i n st a f f ? No . Wo u l d we a l l l i ke t o f i n d
anothe r $8 0 mi l l i o n o r $ 1 00 mi l l i o n t o c u t o u t o f t h a t b u dg e t ?
Yes, i f we co u l d wa v e t he m a g ic wa n d . I d on ' t se e . . . I d on ' t
see, in the Erd man am endment, where we' re getting there. We
c an't accept all these cuts. And I don ' t t hink any b od y has
stood up here and said that they would. Senator Jensen very
appropriately said, well, I...there are thi ngs tha t I don ' t
l i k e , t h i ng s I ca n ' t cu t ; I wi l l sup p o r t t h e a me n d ment . Bu t I ' m
not su r e h e ' d su p p o r t a l l t h os e c u t s , o r h e ' d s up p o r t t h e e n t i r e
amendment . A r e we sp e n d i n g a l o t o f t i me t a l k i n g a b o ut t h i s
issue and where are we getting to the bottom line'? Is there any
compromise talk going on around here on where we i.~n t ak e t h e
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