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That ' s w h a t w e ' r e g o i n g t o ha v e t o d o . Bu t a l so , wi t h t h a t sa m e
vein, I felt in this body a certain discomfort. I don't believe
t hat t he body f e l t comf or t a b le i n p r oce e d i n g w i t h t r y i ng t o
raise the appropriate revenue to fill a b udget shortfall of
$360 million, $355 million. And so because of that, I think
t hat we n eed t o h a v e s ome o t he r o p t i o n s ou t t he r e t o f i nd out
e xact l y wh a t t h a t b r e ak p o i n t i s . No w , i f I u n d e r s t a n d Se n a t o r
Erdman's proposal correctly, with what he's doing, perhaps we
coul d g e t b y wi t h a n ex t e n s i on o f L B 10 8 5 , a nd t h e n a l s o a n
i ncrease i n s ome a l c o ho l t ax e s . And i s t hat a pl ace t h at wou l d
remove some o f the discomfort that some of the body has been
feeling up to this point'. I'm not sure. But that' s.. . I , l i k e
Senator Jensen, probably feels a lot more comfortable with the
bottom l i n e f i gu r e t h a t S e n a to r E r dman. . . h i s a mendment comes up
w ith, than what we have before us right now with LB 407 And s o
f or t h a t r e a so n , I gu e s s I l i k e t ha t b o t t o m l i n e f i gu r e . Ho w we
get there, I guess I have some of the same concerns that other
p eople have . Don ' t l i ke t he i de a o f sh i f t i ng t o p r op e r t y t axe s .
Don't p a r t i cu l ar l y l i ke t he i de a o f cu t t i ng b a c k o n t h e Supr e me
Court. You know, there are different items in there. But what
it does is it will at least get the discussion going so that we
could end up at a place where we' ll all...where we all belong.
It is our constitutional duty in here, the 49, to p ass that
balanced budget. And if I heard Senator Raikes correctly, he
t hought that this was maybe sprung on at the l ast second, an d
that he thought that maybe some of the procedure wasn't proper
with that. But I will tell you that that constitutional duty to
pass a b a l a n ced budget i s o ur dut y . I t ' s not t he du t y o f t he
l obby . I t ' s not t he dut y of t he p r es s . I t ' s not t he du t y o f
anybody else but us in here in this body. And so I heard
Senator Wehrbein last week saying, if you' ve got suggestions,
now is the time to present them. I heard Speaker Bromm say, if
y ou' ve g ot sugge s t i o n s , n o w i s t he t i m e t o br i ng t h e m f o r w a r d .
I heard Senator Landis say, now is the time, this is it. And
here we are on Tuesday, May 13, and Senator Erdman has at least
proposed some changes to LB 407 that hopefully could bring us a
little bit closer to a resolution of the matter before this.
Because the reality is, is that if we can't come together on
something , on some t h i n g t h a t m a kes u s a l l f ee l com f o r t a b l e , on
something that we can all agree to, I. . .we don' t have t o r ead
the paper, I th i n k we all know that the Governor has made it
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