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f in d a c c e p t a b l e by mo s t o f t h i s b o d y . How we g e t t o t h a t , a n d
i f t he r e a r e a d j u s t m e n t s t h a t n e e d t o b e ma d e i n t h a t , I t h i nk
it is up to us to do that. But for me, I can c e rtainly a ccept
this number. What's it do to our higher education, what's it do
t o HH S , w h a t ' s i t do t o some o f t h o se I t h i nk i s some t h i n g t h a t
we need to determine for ourselves. But it is a number t hat I
find acceptable. And we knew coming in that there was going to
be a l o t o f pa i n i nvo l v e d i n t hi s pr oc e ss . Any t i me t ha t you
have a shortfall that is this large, there's no way that you can
go through t his without a g re a t deal of pain. And raising
t axes , t he r e ' s a l o t o f p a i n i n t h a t a l so , a l o t o f p a i n b y
those individuals that must pay that. In my district, I have a
number of senior citizens that are on a fixed income, but,
really, they don't have a ch oice. Well , there might be a
choice­ -either stay here or move away. And I had mentioned it
on a previous time when I spoke that I really have a number of
my peers that are choosing to move out of the state. And if we
start raising taxes to the point that they say, I'm not going to
t ake t h i s a n ymo r e a n d , y e s , I wi l l t a ke s t e p s an d , y e s , I wi l l
move, then those that are left here end up paying a higher
p ercen t a ge . I f ee l t h a t t h e b o t t om n u mbe r on t h i s i s o ne t ha t I
think the body can accept. And I would like to propose that we
a t l e a s t g i v e t h i s v e r y , v e r y se r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a n d i f
there are adj ustments i n it , that we would try to make those
adjustments. But it is one that is much more p a latable t o me
than go out and raise taxes substantially. And that's where we
were h e a d ed . And t h a t , I j u s t ca nn o t f i n d a cc e p t a n c e i n do i ng
that. So at this point in time, I stand in support of Senator
Erdman' s p r op o s a l . I t h i n k t h a t we sh o u l d g i v e i t se r i ou s
c onsidera t i o n , a n d w o rk , i f i t i s unacc e p t a b l e i n cer t a i n ar e a s ,
that we wo rk on those areas, but certainly to work towards the
b ottom line of this issue, and that's either we make s ome cut s
that certainly are painful, or that we across the board raise
t axes t ha t a r e al so v e r y , ve r y pa i nf u l t o a l ot o f peop l e , and
those people are those who are on a fixed income, that have a
pension coming in, that don't have a choice as to where to spend
t hat . An d so I wo u l d , at t h i s p o i n t i n t i me , su p p o r t t he Er dm a n
amendment. Not in total, but certainly as one to work from.
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