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p rogram designed t o s e c u r e f u n ds , o r t o s t ab i l i ze do l l ar s wi t h i n
a resource deve l opment f u nd , a n d I bel i e v e t h a t t he l og i c w a s t o
t ake ab o u t $500,000 of that as a part of this discussion as
well . An d I wo u l d t o t a l l y n o t d i spu t e s ome o f t h e comme n t s
S enator Beu t l er sai d , becau s e r eal i st i ca l l y , I had t o mak e
decisions about how far I could go, how far we as a body should
g o, a nd how f ar t he c i t i ze n s o f t hi s s t at e w o u l d g o i n so me o f
these areas as far as the reductions. If you go t hrough the
state colleges and the university, again, they are less than the
conmittee proposed. They a r e a reasonable number, though.
Because as I see the process, it's a gamble. You ' re either
going to get a 10 percent cut or you' re going to get a 3 percent
cut. This is the middle ground for them. In fact, this is less
than the middle ground. This is 4.7 over the biennium. So the
gamble i s , w e c a n r u n L B 75 9 t o t r y a nd f i l l a ho l e t hat we
actually can't fill either, or we can scale back in some areas.
And I' ve alerted everybody that this is a n umber t ha t I f e e l
comfor t a b l e wi t h , b u t p r ob a b l y n o t mo r e . An d I ' m wi l l i n g t o go
t o t ha t n u mber b e cause I bel i e v e w e can get t her e by mak i ng
offsets and doing other things. Also, again I' ll reiterate that
the commissions are restored $100,000...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR ERDNAN: .. .annually for each of those areas. The areas
where t here was a dif ference between the Appropriations
Cceanittee and t h e Governor a s f a r as op e r a t i o n s or ai d , t hose
were made as well. The other thing that I' ll share with you is,
i s t hat some o f t he cut s pr o p o sed t o t he L e g is l at i ve C o unc i l
don't show up as cuts to the Legislative Council; they s how u p
as expenditures to other agencies. And so potentially we would
see, of that $480,000, you would see about 82.5 of that go t o
one specific program, and in the second year another $82,000 of
t hat g o t o an o t h e r spec i f i c p r og r a m , wh i ch ar e dues t o an
o rgan i z a t i on t h a t we b e l o ng t o , t h a t a t t h i s t i me I b e l i e v e i t ' s
r espons i b l e f o r u s t o no t b e a p a r t o f t h a t . So i f y o u h a ve
questions, again, feel happy to try and explain to you . And
I ' l l a ls o sh a r e wi t h y ou t h i s f i n a l co m m e nt. I f y ou wan t t o
k now who w r o t e t h i s , I wr o t e t h i s ame n dm e n t . I ' v e h e a r d
comments t h a t p e op l e ha v e s a i d so m e b ody e l s e wr o t e t h i s . Th a t
is ridiculous. I spent the last week of my life..
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