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Coord i n a t i ng C o mmi s s i o n , h e a l s o sa i d h e d i d n o t c u t s c ho l a r sh i p
aid. And so the $15 million-plus money that is shown there is
not r e a l l y a cut , bec a use i t ' s go i n g t o be add e d b ack i n , i n
LB 574, which is Senator Raikes' bill combining the scholarship
programs. So yo u d o n ' t hav e a n $8 0 m i l l i on cut . Now you ' r e
d own t o $ 65 mi l l i o n cu t . Ok ay ? Now o f t ha t $ 6 5 mi l l i o n cu t ,
38 percent came out of the university. Thirty-eight percent of
the real cut comes out of the university; 50 percent of the real
c ut co me s ou t of a i d t o l oca l po l i t i cal sub d iv i s i o n s , a n d t h a t
means property tax problems. You' re only shifting to a property
tax problem and cutting the university. T hose two things are
88 percent of what this is all about, and it's those two things
exactly that the Appropriations Committee didn't want to d o.
And t h a t ' s wh at i t c om es d o w n t o , I t h i n k . I me a n , y ou c a n t a l k
about the little individual agencies here and there, and 20 or
30 or 50 thousand dollars here and there. But 38 perc ent o f
this cut is a cut of the university, and 50 percent of the cut
is a cut of local aid, which means property taxes. S o I just
wante d t o l a y t ha t o u t . We h av e h i t l o c a l p o l i t i ca l
subdivisions real hard. We' ve hit the municipalities real hard.
He's taking several million dollars, for example, away from the
counties an d the i r jai l r eimbursement fund, under this
amendment. That's one of the biggest items that is n o t ...other
t han u n i v e r s i t y . And we h av e a l r e a d y cu t ou t co m p le t e l y o ne o f
the state a i d funds for coun ties. I f you l ook at
municipalities, they' ve been cu t back, like, 20 percent. And
this doesn't even get us to what we' ve done in the last special
session and the last reg ular se ssion w ith regard to aid to
political subdivisions. We' ve upped the levy limit from $1.00
to $1 . 0 4. We know we ' re go i n g t o do t hat . We ' re r e l ax i n g o n
this pr ope r t y t a x t h i ng . I f you adopt t h i s amendm ent,
50 percent o f w h i c h i s add i t i on a l cu t s t o s t a t e a i d , you w i l l be
further relaxing on the property tax reform that we' ve worked so
hard for these last 15 to 20 years. So I think that's really
what i t ' s a l l ab ou t . Do you w an t t o hu r t t he un i ve r s i t y mor e ?
Do yo u wa nt t o c r ea t e m or e o f a pr ope r t y t ax pr ob l e m? An d i f
that ' s a fair statement, I think it ' s also a fair statement to
say t he App r o p r i at i o n s Co mmi t t e e wan t e d t o go no f u r t h e r on
these two items, and Senator Erdman .'oes. That is the question.
Thank you .
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