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government to debate the issue. And I' ve learned throughout my
five regular sessions in the Legislature that we can't always
t ake a 'my way or the highway' approach. An d I believe that
t h i s p r o p o s a l ha s a g r e a t d ea l o f me r i t . An d I k n ow t ha t a l o t
o f wor k h as g o n e i n t o i t . And a l o t o f wo r k h a s g on e i n t o i t
not only on Senator Erdman's part, but in Senator Erdman's using
t he A p p r o p r i a ti o n s Co mmi t t e e r e co mmendat i on s i n a l o t of t he
line items, and anywhere from the $2 cu t t o t h e Lieutenant
Governor ' s O f f i c e i n t he f i r st year . . . I k ind o f g ot a k i ck ou t
o f t h a t . . .but, to the mo r e sub stantial n umbers. And it ' s
serious business. And I hope that we can take this opportunity
i n t h i s s e c ond r o und o f d e b a t e , S e l e c t Fi l e , on t he b u d ge t b i l l .
But I hope that we can continue to have constructive debate.
A nd I w o u ld y i e l d t he b a l a n c e o f my t i me t o Se na t o r Er dm a n .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Erdman, about two minutes.

SENATOR ERDMAN : Thank you , M r . President, m embers o f the
Legislature. Let m e ...first of a ll , l et me say th is . I
appreciate the comments of Senator Wehrbein. I have no
i l l u s i o ns , a g a i n , t h at eve r y t h i n g i n A M 1763 i s a n e a s y d e c i s i o n .
But a g a i n , I g o b a c k t o t h e p r i o r i t i e s t h a t I o u t l i n ed an d I
laid out. And that's where I arrived at the numbers. The other
thing tha t I ' ll also te ll you is , is that unde r the
amendment...and if you would like, you can follow this on your
computer, since it's there, as opposed to actually printing off
all 180 sheets. On page 37, line 14, it says, it is the intent
of the Le g islature that t he red uction in fund ing shall be
allocated to central office and middle management staff and that
such r e d u c t i o n sh a l l no t b e a l l o ca t e d t o d i r e c t c a r e s t a f f . I
d on' t k n ow h o w ma n y t i me s I h av e . . .a n d I h a d a n i n t e r i m st u d y
last year to review how many levels of management we have at
HHS, from the person that's on the front lines till they get to
t he top. I mean, there are some areas where it's p robably 7 - 8
p eopl e d ee p . And a l l t ho se i n d i v i d u a l s a r e v a l u ab l e t o t h e
system, but are they valuable to the absolute best quality care
t hat w e ' r e . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR ERDMAN: . . .a sk i ng f o r ou r c i t i ze n s t o r e c e i v e u n d e r t h e
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