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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 0 7M ay 13 , 20 0 3

S ENATOR W E HRBEI N : . .
.we' re probably getting some.

.
.I ' l l s t o p

after the H a HS, since I'm going to run out of tim e. But I
wil l i n t e nd o n g o i ng t h r o u g h i t e m b y i t e m. But th e H 6 HS cu t ,
we did take a 10 percent. That was three hundred and some jobs.
So I assume the 5 percent will be about 150 jobs. And so I 'm
not mi sq u o t ed , w h i c h i s f am ous t o be do n e h er e , a t l e a s t t a k i ng
my quc es and taking them out of context, it isn 't nec essarily
that I feel sorry for state workers when we cut, like I' ve been
a ccused of doing. I t's simply the fact that those w o rkers a r e
working ex tremely hard. Th ey have a huge load. A nd as you can
imagine, the la s t tw o or thre e y ea rs, tha t work load has
increased. And so to tak e away these jobs, these front-line
workers, if you will, is an enormous slap in the face, fr ankly.
They are already working beyond the hours that they' re supposed
to wor k . The y ' re al r e a dy ov e r l o a de d . The mor a l e i s
obviously.. is very poor. An d now we' re going to cut them 150
jobs, which is the front-line workers.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ime. Tha nk you, Senator Wehrbein. Senat or
Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Th ank you, Mr. President and members. I i ise in
genera l supp o r t of AM1 76 3 , be c au s e I be l i e v e t ha t we ne e d t o
have a d i s c u s s i on he r e . I ' m n o t wi l l i ng t o j us t st and up a nd
oppose it bec ause I might have some concerns with some of the
numbers. But I guess I would have a question for Senator Engel,
if he's available, on som e elab oration o f wh at he st a t e d
e ar l i e r .

SENATOR CU D ABACK:
from Senator Smith?

SENATOR ENGEL : Ye s , I wi l l .

SENATOR SMITH: Senator Engel, certainly we were aware of some
cuts proposed an d o the rwise. Now , w hen you look at th e
Legislative Council, basically we' re looking at an approximate
$14.4 m i l l i on budge t . Ri ght ? Tha t wou l d i nc l u d e t he ope r a t i on
of the Legislature? Is that accurate?

Senator Engel, would you respond a question
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