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we' ve already had, you...the only place we can go, as far as I'm
concerned, is staff. So, every one of you have at least two
s ta f f . So me h a v e m o r e t h an t h a t . Bu t I t h i n k i f t h i s g oe s . . . i f
this cut is sustained, that you ca n ju s t dec ide tha t yo u' re
g oin g t o cu t y o u r s t a f f a t l e a s t i n h a l f . An d I ' l l g e t t h e
exact figures a little later on today exactly what it will be.
But j u s t f i gu r e t h a t ha l f o f y o u r s t a f f i s g o i ng t o b e g o n e .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you . I 'm g oing to go on to Supreme
C ourt . An d I t h i nk t ha t t h i s i s a d r a co n i an cu t t o t h e Sup r em e
Court . I k n ow i t ' s e a sy t o s ay t o cu t t he Su p r e m e C o u r t . Bu t
they...talking about the constitution, there is a constitutional
responsibility for the Supreme Court. And by and large, they' re
e ntitled to the funding that they need to sati sfactorily ru n
their cour t sy st em . And so we debat ed . We f i na l l y t ook
$200,000 to cut some court days open in several counties across
the state. A court system has to be there by constitution. So
I think this is far too draconian to the Supreme Court to have a
satisfactory run. And it isn' t...our cases are not declining.
They' re going up. And if you notice, we' ve added judges in the
l ast f e w y e a r s . So s i mpl y t o cut $4 mi l l i on . . . $6 mi l l i on ,
actually almost 7, is an enormous cut that I am fully confident
cannot be cut. O nce again, the Supreme Court is heavily on
personnel , as you wel l can i m a g i ne . And I t h i nk t hat t hi s i s
far beyond the realm. Going down to Attorney General, it's kind
of i n t e r e s t i n g , w e h av e a n A t t o r n e y Ge n e r a l t hat was adam ant
about cutting, cutting, cutting. Now that it's his office, it' s
f ound o ut how dr aco n i a n t h e c u t s w e r e. I t h i nk t he At t o r n e y
General's Office is forty-ninth or fiftieth out of the states in
terms of funding across the United States. In fact, there's a
proposal t o i nc r ea s e t he f und i ng t o t h i s At t or ne y G enera l
because o f s ome o f t he c u t s . And by t he way , t hat . . . some o f
that in c r ea s e . . . an d I t h i n k Se n at o r Ch amb e r s wi l l h a v e t h a t
a mendment. . . i s o n e way t o h e lp c o u n t i e s i n t hei r pr os e c u t i o n a n d
d efense . And so a cut l i ke t h i s , when ac t ual l y t hey ' r e
requesting more money about this same amount, is kind of
interesting, because they are not able to fulfill their duties
a s t h e y t h i nk t h e y sho u l d , a n d i t ' s pu t t i n g a b u r d e n b a c k on t he
count i es , a n d . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
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