
TRANSCR I PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 0 7M ay 13 , 2 0 0 3

Commit te e i s co n t r i b u t i ng t o t h i s , a n d ob v i ou s l y t h e Rev e n ue
Commit t e e . An d I ca n g o t h r o u g h a nd I c a n t a l k a b ou t i n d i v i d u a l
m embers o f t h e L eg i s l a t u r e t h a t he l p e d m e a r r i v e a t t he nu m b e r s
here. Based on discussions that we' ve had either on Gene ral
File or previous bills, there are things in my proposal that are
higher than what was in the Appropriations Committee's number.
But after, s ay , fou r hours of debat e on the advoca cy
commissions, I thought the best approach would be to leave those
at t he Go v e r n o r ' s l ev e l , wh i ch w as t o f u n d t hem . So th e r e a r e
some differences. Feel free to ask questions. And I we lcome
your insight in helping us to draft a compromise that I think we
could all support. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Erdman and Senator Mossey.
Senator Wehrbein, on the Erdman amendment.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: M r . President, members of the body, because
it's quite extensive in terms of the broadness of this bill, I'm
going to rise and oppose its in ent irety. A lo t of it is
because it's hard to analyze. This is the first I' ve seen, and
it's hard to analyze in detail the depth to which some of this
goes, v ersus som e of the reas ons tha t s ome of our
c ommit t e e . ..what we did in some agencies was raise back up. And
so I s i m p l y s a y , i t ' s ea s y t o de a l wi t h t hi s con c e p t u a l l y . You
know, conceptually I could say we' re going to cut the budget and
go home. I ' m no t sur e i n he re w h e t he r t h i s t ak e s i nt o ac c o un t
salaries and health insurance within the agencies. I don't know
how much t i me you want t o t a k e t o go t hr o u g h i t . I ' m i nc l i ned
to go through it agency by agency. I 'd like to ask Senator
Engel a q u e s t i o n , i f I mi gh t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Engel, would you respond?

SENATOR ENGEL: Ye s , I wi l l .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Th i s a d d i t i on a l c u t i n t he L eg i s l a t i ve
Counci l t ha t ' s b e i ng p r op o s ed , c ou l d y o u t e l l me t he
ramifications of that, Senator Engel?

SENATOR ENGEL: We l l , I g o t t o c a l l i n t o st a f f t o ge t e x a ct
f i g u r e s . Bu t i f we h av e a c u t l i k e t h i s i n a dd i t i on t o wh a t
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