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probably won't have a lot to say. I'd just as soon probably
take my five minutes on this, and be able to respond in...at
length. So I thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Redfield,
on the Erdman amendment, AM1763.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Tha nk you, Mr . President, members o f the
body. When we came here this session, I knew that we were in
b udget t r o ub l e . An d I a l so kn e w t h a t i t wa s v e r y i mp o r t a nt t h a t
when I wa l k e d i n t h e d o o r t he f i r s t d ay o f se s s i o n t h a t I
clear l y had i n mi nd what m y pr i or i t i es w e r e fo r t he s t at e of
Nebraska, just as you had to set your priorities. And then we
have to come together and we have to find a way where we can all
agree on what those priorities would be. And that's part of the
democrat i c p r ocess . But I can c l ear l y t el l you t hat
K through 12 was something that was very important to me. And I
think that as we have s een t he w ill of the body expressed
throug h t h e p a s t 7 0 d ay s , we h a v e se e n t ha t t h a t ' s cl e a r l y a
prio r i t y fo r a l l of us . And one o f t he pi ece s t ha t I am p l ea s e d
t o se e i n t h i s ame n dment i s t h a t i n Se c t i o n 13 , t he ed u c a t i on
budget for K-12, there's $136 million more than there was in the
Governo r ' s p l a n . An d t h a t i s i n co mp l e t e ag r e em ent wi t h t he
Approp r i a t i on s C o mmi t te e . An d I t h i n k t ha t ' s a n i mp o r t a n t
piece. Then I look e d at h igher education to see where that
piece would be , b e c a use t h a t ' s a n e xt e n s i o n o f w h a t we do f or
our young people. And I see aga in an in crease for the
University o f Neb raska ove r the Governo r's budget of
$38 million, state colleges $3.5 million, and community colleges
an extra $10 million over the Governor's proposal. Now, they' re
s t i l l not as h i gh a s t he A p p r o p r i a ti o n s Commit te e ha d l o o ked a t ,
and so I h a d t o a s k m y s e l f w h e t he r I cou l d l i ve wi t h t he s i ze of
t hose cu t s . I have s i x chi l dr e n. Fr om t h e d a y t h e f i r s t one
was born, we started saving for them to go to college. We just
started the last one this year. She just completed her freshman
year. And I can tell you that college is very expensive. You
al l k n o w t ha t col l e g e i s ve ry ex p e n s i v e. Bu t I can al so t el l
you i t ' s t he b est i nves t m ent y o u ' l l ev e r m a ke , a n d i t i s t he
i nvestment t h a t wi l l br i ng you mor e r et ur n t han any o t her
investment you could make. And so I was interested in looking
at the numbers and seeing how Nebraska fared in comparison with
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