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SENATOR BOURNE: Senator Wehrbein, I'm going to yield th e res t
o f my t i me t o y ou i n a b i t , b e c au s e I t h i n k y o u n e e d t o b e ab l e
to respond to, perhaps, the amendment i n ...sooner r ather t h an
later . But i n t h i s edi t or i a l , i t t a l ks abo u t G o v e r nor J o hanns
sent the legislators his p roposed b u dget . T he World - Herald
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a bout , i n addi t i on , h i s bu d ge t a d d r e s ses t h e p r o s p ec t o f pay i n g
a $151 mi l l i on c o u r t a w ar d now be in g a p pea led o ve r t h e l ow - l e v e l
r adioactive waste facility that was never built. A nd i t says ,
the Legislature's version ignores this. And I read this, and I
was. . . I k i n d o f t o o k e x ce p t i on t o i t , b e ca u s e I do n ' t t h i n k i t ' s
a n acc u r a t e s t a t em e n t . An d I l o ok a t y ou r b u d ge t i n t he
goldenrod copy that you put out, and it talks about the Cash
Reserve Fund a nd how the Appro priations Comm ittee made
significant cuts. A nd it says that a total of $6 million was
transferred from the Cash Reserve Fund. And as I understand it,
t he Cash Reserve Fund is what the Governor has set aside to p a y
t hi s j u d gment i f t hat co mes t r u e . And cou l d y o u j u st r e s p ond t o
t ha t f o r a mi n u t e ? Be c au s e I ' m c on ce r n e d t ha t t h i s i s a who l l y
i naccu r a t e , mi s l ea d i ng s t a t em en t t ha t wa s i n t h e e d i t o r i a l .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: We l l , it's v ery d if ficult...Mr. President,
members. I think so too . I ...it wasn't re ally cl ear,
especially after we lost $69 million in the February forecast,
as to how we were going to be funding that low-level nuclear
waste issue. We chose in our committee to not face it d irectly
because we wer e uncertain. If we really are positive that the
appeals w i l l go i n our f avo r , yo u w o u l d n ' t nec e s s a r i l y s et m o ney
aside for something that may not happen. And if we do, we will
face that when it comes to it. Obviously, as tight as things
are, we didn't set anything aside. But it is true that t here' s
a pretty decent-sized amount of money in the Cash Reserve.

SENATOR BOURNE: So I...the point that I'm trying to make is, is
t ha t t h e App r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee w a s e x t r em e l y ca r e f u l a n d l e f t
i n e x c e s s o f $ 10 0 m i l l i on i n t he Ca sh R e s e r v e Fu n d , an d t h e o n l y
amount they transferred was $6 million.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes .

SENATOR BOURNE : And as I read the Governor's budget...and
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