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those were t h e higher. But there were some other things that
were d i f f e r e n t f r om wha t wa s t h e l owe r n um be r t h a t I t h o ug h t
were valuable, that we should do because of Cash Fund problems
or other is sues that were determined to be appropriate by the
Appropr i a t i o n s Commit t ee . W e t h e n l oo k e d t o Cor r ec t i on s , and
t hi s i s not one t hat I enj oye d . But obv i ou s l y , w e ' ve go t t o
f ind money, i n m y o p in i o n . And I bas e d i t on pr i o r i t i es . And
obvious ly , i f I ' m goi ng t o spe n d t h e money , i n m y o p in i o n , f or
t hose l e v e l s o f spe n d i n g i n e d u c a t i o n , som ewhere el se has t o
give I reduced the jail reimbursement to counties to zero. We
move down to public assistance, Nedicaid services that provide
necessi t i e s f or t he e l de r l y , d i sab l e d , a n d c h i l dr e n . I t ook t he
Appropriations Committee numbers and ma de a coupl e of
r educ t i o n s . One, I put in a 5 pe rcent reduct'on for
administration at the Department of Health and H uman Services,
b oth S er v i c e s and Fi nan c e . Two , I e l i mi nat e d t he s mok i ng
cessation program from general funding, which is $3 mi l l i on o f
your $6 million. The other difference that I made with the
committee, as far as assistance, is I didn't give the state ward
e ducat ion p r o g ram th e g r o wt h t h a t t he App r o p r i at i o n s Co mmi t t e e
did. I gave them the amount of money that they received under
Fiscal Year 2002-2003, which is approximately $11 million a
year , and I t ook t he i nc r ea s e i n t hat dol l ar a nd I pl ac e d i t
towards other priorities, such as the d irect funding of
education. P art of the reason for doing that was, is I believe
the Education Committee has made some comments that they believe
t hat there are some opportunities for reform in this area. A nd
instead o f g i v i ng i t a pass , I be l i eve w e n ee d t o ke e p s o me
pressure to make some of those reforms. We then move down to
a nother a r e a t h a t I t h i nk i s i mp o r t a n t t h at w e h a v e n ' t acc o u n t ed
f or i n our budge t , a n d t h a t i s t he ne e d t o sp e n d t h e money t o
defend th e s t a t e ' s i nt eg r i t y a n d f i na n c i a l f u t ur e , w h i c h i s t he
litigation we face. I gave the At torney General's Office
a pproximatel y t h e s a me number t h a t t he A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Co mmi t t e e
gave t he m . I d i d r educe t he i r gr owt h , so i t ' s abo u t ha l f
a . . . i t ' s ab o u t $5 0 0 , 0 0 0 l e s s a y e a r , I b e l i e ve . Bu t I l e f t t h e
i nten t l ang u ag e abo u t w h er e t h o s e d o l l a r s sh o u l d g o , b e c ause I
think it's important as a Legislature that we direct w here our
f und in g i s b e i ng u se d t o de f e n d u s i n t h o se s i t u a t i on s .
Finally, we went to general obligations, which I would c lassify
a s t h e g e n e r a l co n st i t u t i o n a l ob l i ga t i o n s o f t he s t a t e o f

6459


