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And I a l so ag r e e wi t h wh a t ' s i n so me o f t h e Go v e r n o r ' s p l an .
A nd b e c ause of t ho se com p e t i n g i n t er es t s , I de c i d e d t h a t w e
could t a k e u p a n i d e a t h a t c o mbine s so m e o f t hose i nt o one .
I' ve also p a ssed o u t a sheet that is Erdman AN1763 to LB 407.
I t tells you how I got there. F irst of all, what I t h ink tha t
was my feeling, from what I heard from the discussion, both in
t hi s b ody and i n m y d i s t r i c t and t hr o u g hout t h e s t at e , was we
need priorities in this state. I wholeheartedly agree. Number
one in my b ook was educa t i o n . Beca us e o f t ha t , I l ook e d a t t he
Appropr i a t i o n s Co mmi t t e e ' s num ber s f or K- 12 , and I kept t hem
exactly as they were. That includes the 5 percent increase in
special ed spending to access the federal match. That includes
the dollars that are allocated to make up the difference between
LB 540 an d t h e ce r t i f i e d amo u n t . Th a t ' s t h e same a s t h e
Approp r i a t i on s Co m m i tt e e . I l o o k e d a t t h e co m mun i ty co l l eg e s .
Real i z i n g t ha t t h e y c am e u n d e r t h e s am e g ui d e l i n e s a n d gu i da nc e
as LB 540, I kept th e m at the same lev e l as the fina l
Appropriations Committee amount. I th e n bega n to look down
through the other parts of education, and I did differ a little
b it from the final Appropriations Committee p roposal fo r the
university and the state colleges. But I took a number that I
b elieve that they agreed to at one time. A nd th e num ber tha t
you see on your status sheet, or your handout, is a number that
came f r o m t h e A pp r o pr i at i on s C o mmi t t ee p r e l i mi na r y b u dg e t . An d
a s I d o t h e ma t h . . .a n d I d o n ' t kn o w e x a c t l y h ow t h i s i s f i g u r ed ,
but I v iew it as a 4.7 percent reduction over Fiscal Year 2002
over t he b i enn i u m . So , f or t he mos t par t , under my
p roposal , . . . o h, and t he ot her t hi ng i s , i s I di dn ' t t ouch t he
scholarships for low (sic) individual students. I left th e
$4 mi l l i o n i n Ge ne r a l Fu n ds u n d e r L B 5 74 a l on e . An d I do n ' t
have an amendment f i l ed a t t hi s t i me t o add r e s s an y o f t ha t . So
I protected education, because it has a number of impacts in our
state, it affects the future of our state, and also affects the
services that many of the c itizens in our state rely upon.
That's where I came up with the numbers for education. I ne x t
moved t o pub l i c saf et y , l aw en f or ce ment , Fi r e Nar sha l ,
corrections, other agencies responsible for those duties. I
t ook t h e n umb e r t h a t t h e App r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee g a v e u s f o r
the State Patrol. I put that in the plan. I to ok the number
t ha t t h e Ap p r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t e e g a ve u s f o r t he Fi r e Na r sh a l .
I put that in the plan. Now, those weren't the l ower nu mbers;
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