
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 402 , 75 9M ay 13 , 2 00 3

r ecent l y . The ot he r one cov e r s t he add i t i on a l una n t i c i pa t e d
costs related to a recent employee retirement for the Electrical
Board, and th at is an addit ional $27 ,046 of Cash Funds for
2002-2003 only also. These are added to the deficit bill. Once
again, i t ' s no t un u sual t o ha ve t h e se c oming a long at a l at er
d ate a f t er we cl ose a budg e t , and I am of f er i n g t h ese a s
amendments to ge t u s u p t o , i n t h i s cas e, t e rm i n a t i o n of t he
Rural Development Commission, which will now be gone, and the
Elect r i c a l Bo a r d , w h i ch i s Ca sh Fund s fo r an una nt i c i pa t e d
employee retirement. I'd urge your adoption of this amendment.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. You' ve heard
t he open in g o n A N 1749 t o L B 4 0 2 . Ope n f or d i s cu s s i o n on t ha t
amendment offered b y Sena tor We hrbein. Senat o r Pre ister,
f ol l o wed by Se na t or La ndi s . Senator Pr e i s t e r . Is
Senator . . . S e n a t o r La n d i s .

SENATOR LANDIS : N r . Speaker, members of t he Legislature, I
referred the other day to show and tell on the revenue day, and
t his wi l l be show and t e l l day o n a p propr i a t i o ns . We hav e
gotten some greater clarity on re venue issues. Generally
speaking , i f I had t o pu t t he m i n a l i s t , t he bod y i s of a mi nd
to extend LB 1085. The bill moved well. The body seems to have
a mind not to tax the repair of passenger cars with respect to a
concern for the low income. There's a minority, but a str ong
and vocal minority, to raise the liquor tax from where it is.
Right now there exists a majority to leave it where it is, but
that seems to be in flux. T he income tax moved. I think it
moved rather tentatively. And then there's a desire, I think,
to find a pa ckage, LB 759, that will take as many of those
pieces and t o meet th e sh o r t f a l l as be s t w e c a n . And I t hi nk i t
would include LB 759, probably with an amendment on repairs. Ny
guess is that since Senator Brashear is the introducer o f that
bill and not me , he may be of a mind to make a compromise on
liquor, which I am not prepared to make, and my guess is that
you' re going to have to use the income tax as a balancing budget
measure ultimately to get there if you solve for X. An d what is
X? X i s how mu c h m oney we n e e d . X i s t he shor t f a l l . The body
has been sending messages, I think, that the revenue package is
too la r g e i n som e c a s es or i t doe s n ' t me e t ex a c t l y wha t t he body
wants, and yet we have not been clear about what the body
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