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SENATOR REDFIELD: T hank you , M r . President, members of the
b ody. Th i s i s an am endment t h a t w a s a c t u a l l y i nt r od u ced b e f o r e
I i n t r o d u c e d t he am e ndment o n LB 2 8 5 . I t i s a s u n se t a n d I d o
i n t en d t o wi t h d r aw i t , b u t b e f o r e I d o , I wa n t t o g o b ac k a n d
recap where we are on LB 759. It 's an opportunity f or us to
discuss what LB 759 still looks like. In the discussions last
week, w e w e r e t a l k i ng ab o u t t h e b r oa d e n i n g o f t h e sa l es t ax i n t o
the c o n s t r u c t i on f i e l d . The r e wa s a n ame n d ment t ha t wa s o f f e r e d
t o t a k e t h a t p i e ce ou t . I t wa s n o t s u c ce s s f u l . Th e r e wa s a n
amendment to b ro aden the taxes even across the board and ~ower
t he r a t e s . Th a t wa s n o t su cc e s s f u l . So wh a t we ' r e l e f t wi t h
h ere i n L B 75 9 i s so me t h i ng t ha t a ct u a l l y b e co me s t h e n i g h t m a r e
o f t h e Dep a r t m e n t o f Re v en u e , ce r t a i n l y ak i n t o t h e
repair/installation d ichotomy t hat we creat ed las t yea r in
L B 1085 . Wh e n y o u l o o k a t t h e Om ah a c i t y p r o po r t i o n wi t h i n t h e
l ead d i st r i b u t i o n a n d y ou se e t he y a r d s t h a t a r e f u l l o f l e a d
contamin a t i o n a nd y o u re a l i ze t h a t y o u c a n sc r a p e t h e s o i l awa y
a nd r e p l a ce i t wi t h n ew s o i l , t h a t a c t u a l l y yo u ca n r e m o v e t h a t
contamination only temporarily. And t h e r e a s on I sa y
temporarily, because we have a number of houses which have been
p ain t e d w i t h l ea d p a i n t , an d t h e p a i n t i s o l d a n d i t p e e l s , a n d
when ho meowners go in and they scrape the paint and they sand
the paint to try to prepare the surface to cover it wi th n ew
pain t , t h e l e ad pa r t i c l e s d r i f t ba c k d o wn i n t o t h e ne w so i l a n d
recontaminate it. Now, there are only two ways that you can get
rid of lead paint. You can either scrape it of f ent irely, or
you can cover it, and one of the ways you can cover it is with
siding. And I passed out to you a pie c e of pap er th a t was
a ctua l l y an e s t i ma t e o n wh at t h e co s t o f sa l e s t a x o n l a b o r t o
put siding on a home would be, and on just a very ordinary size
home i t wa s $397 i n s a l e s t a x o n t h a t l a bo r . Now we ' re n o t
t a l k i n g a bo u t p e o p l e w h o a r e bu i l d i n g a n ew hom e. We ' r e n o t
talking about people who are adding on a large addition. We' re
not t a l k i n g a b ou t p e o p l e who ar e do u b l i n g t he va l ue of t he i r
home. We' re only talking about people who want to keep the lead
out of their so i l so that their children do not suffer brain
damage. An d t h a t ' s o n e o f t h e pr ob l em s t h a t I se e wi t h t h e
construction p iece as it now exists. Senator Brashear brought
t o u s a b i l l t h a t I t h ou g h t wa s a g r a nd p l a n . He ' s b r ou g h t i t
b efor e a nd i t ' s somet h i n g t h a t I t h o ug h t wa s v i s i o na r y . I
t hough t i t wa s som e th i n g t h a t Ne b r a s k a n e e d e d t o l o o k a t f o r t h e
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