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the end effect of that, because of restricted funds in our
formula, means property taxes have to c ome down, have to,
because the restricted funds says when one goes up, the ot her
goes down. They can't spend more. So we can provide property
t ax r e l i e f . Now t h e r e ' s on e o t h e r p i ec e i n he r e a n d t h a t i s
r oads a nd t hat i s som e t h i n g t h a t i f you l i ke t h i s i dea a n d y o u
want to go there that we can make up in o ur a ppropriations
process because, in fact, we can afford to do so because we are
g oing t o h av e so m e o t h er b o t t om l i n e p i e c e s t h at a r e p o s i t i v e .
Now one of the reasons that you see a difference on the roads
b i l l , I have t o exp l ai n t o you , i s becau se of t r ade - i ns .
Senator Chambers a d dressed t hat t he o ther day. If y o u can
afford to go out and purchase a brand new car and your old ca r
is a whole year ol d, has high value, you' re going to pay the
s ales t a x o n l y o n t he di f f er e n ce . But l ow- i nc ome pe o p l e don ' t
g o o u t and buy new car s . They buy u s e d c a r s a n d t h e y p a y
100 percent of the sales tax on that used car. Or if they save
up for 10 or 15 ye ars to buy that new car, they' re going to
trade in a car that's 10 or 15 years old and has no value, so
they' re still going to pay the bulk of the sales tax. We have a
discriminatory system with our exemptions in our sales tax. So,
because those dollars, those sales tax dollars, do go to the
roads, there would be an impact on the roads, and we c ould
a djus t f or i t . Ther e ' s r oo m t o d o t ha t . But t he i mp o r t a n t
thing is that we face the question this year. There will never
be a better time, there will never be a bigger hole in our
budget, when we can face the question o f whether we w an t to
create a t a x co d e t h a t i s f a i r and e q u it a b l e , o r wh e t he r w e want
to just go w ith the status quo and just keep raising the
rates . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR REDFIELD: . . .until they' re sky high. Tha n k yo u . I
think that's a l l I will address right now. I think there will
be a lot of questions. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Re d field.
Brashear, on the Redfield amendment.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . President, members of the body, Senator
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