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more d i f f i cu l t t h a n t h e p ub l i c b e l i e ve s o r s e e s o r u n derstands.
A s they l ook a t i t , i t ' s j ust t ho s e people d o ing i t t o us a g a i n ,
when it's ce rtainly not that. And for anyone who's here and
sees it firsthand and is living it, we k now that it's very
unlike t hat and i s ver y di f f er e n t f r om t hat . The se ar e
difficult policy decisions. We are making them. We wi ll g et
through this. The economy will improve, but until we get to
t hat po in t t h e r e a r e s ome very hard de c i s i ons t ha t a r e h a v ing t o
be made, and we will be making them. I appreciate the struggle
that everyone makes in making each of these individual decisions
and each of us is having to make those on each vote that we take
on LB 759, as well as on all of the other budget-related issues
that we' re dealing with. I appreciate the challenge of making
those decisions, a s I too stru ggle w ith them. On Se nator
Stuthman's a mendment , A N 1 627 , I wi l l be supp o r t i ng h i m , a nd I do
so because there are essentially four things that I ha ve
difficulty putting a tax on . One is f o od, because I think
that's very essential to people, although I could easily have
put it on j unk food, on p op, on water, on things that are
nonessent i a l . The ot he r t hi ng t ha t I hav e d i f f i cu l t y put t i ng a
tax on that I think is essential is a person's home. That, too,
is very essential, and repairing that home is a part of what
we' re looking at here. A thir d c omponent is a person' s
transportation, their mode of g etting to t heir employment,
something that a l s o ha s become essent ia l t o p e o pl e an d t o t hei r
livelihood. A nd the fou rth th ing is healthcare, and that' s
s omething tha t I t h i n k i s al s o e s sent ia l t o p e o p l e ' s w e l l - b e i n g .
Those four areas philosophically are just very difficult for me
to tax, because I t hink they' re so essential to everyone' s
l iv ing , t h e i r w e l l- b e i ng and . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR PREISTER: . . . I say qua l i t y of l i f e , but i n some
instances it isn't even quality of life. It's just a very basic
essential life. For that reason, I'm supporting this amendment.
Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Preister. Senator Jones,
o n the S t u t h man amendment , A N 16 2 7 .
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