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FLOOR DEBATE
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SENATOR CUDABACK PRESIDING

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . . i f t he r e e ve r i s a t i me t o d o i t , wi t h
respect to this industry. And yet, we hear this quibbling. W e
h ear t h i s n o t wa n t i ng t o b e a pa r t o f t he o v e r a l l t a x so l u t i o n .
I hope you ' l l t ake a bi gg e r , b r o a de r v i e w o f t hi s t h i ng a n d not
get bogged down in these arguments tnat are really not arguments
i f you l ook at a l l s i des a n d a l l d i m e n s i on s o f t he ar g u ment .
Thank you .

SENATOR CVDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Be utler.
Preister, on the Stuthman amendment, AM1627.

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you , Mr . President, members of the
body. Senator Stuthman, you can count me as agr eeing on you r
amendment . I do s up po r t i t . I su p p o r t i t , a l t h o u g h a s I s ay
t hat a n d I ' m g o i ng t o d o t h a t I r e c og n i z e t h e p a i n t h a t a l l o f
u s a r e ex p e r i e n c i n g a s we do t h i s . I f u l l y ap p r e c i a t e t he
s truggle that Senator Brashear went through in putt ing thi s
amendment together and in doing something that I think largely
goes counter-intuitive to his philosophical beliefs. I think
Senator Brashear w ould much rather not have any of these taxes
and would not...would prefer not to be taxing t hese in dustries
or this labor. But he's looking at it from a broader view and,
like the rest of us, struggling with how do we provide fo r the
needs of the citizens of the state and those needs growing, and
do we take away from the students, particularly the education
that's a bedrock of our state and our country? Or do we provide
some sources of fun ding to main tain t he hi g h standards of
education that we have? The choices are not good c h oices . I
see colleagues and friends going, as in this case, completely
against what they would normally want to do and what they w ould
prefer to do, but doing it because none of the choices are good,
none of the circumstances that we' re currently presented with in
the economy t hat we have before us are the ones that we would
p re f e r . I t ' s n o t a g oo d s i t u a t i o n . We a r e b e i n g f o r c e d , a s
policymakers, to make very hard and very difficult choices, much
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